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OF RELIGIOUS CREEDS. 


IN the prospectus of this work, we promised to give to our read- 
ers the creed of the New Jerusalem Church, as compared with 
the creeds of other churches. Our object, in this, was to point 
out clearly the difference between them, which could best be ma- 
nifested by contrast. As preliminary, however, to the following 
article, we shall offer a few remarks. 

The Christian world is*divided into a vast number of sects, 
which profess doctrines, not merely different from, but oftentimes 
in direct opposition to each other, all of which, however, are said 
to be founded upon the same authority, the Scriptures, or word 
of God. Now, it must be evident, that, although some particular 
passages, when taken separately, may seem to favour this or that 
particular opinion, yet the whole, when taken collectively, must 
agree ; or else the Bible is inconsistent with itself. ‘This latter 
supposition ought not for a moment to be entertained by any pro- 
fessing Christian; and we shall not, therefore, suffer a doubt 
upon that point to influence our investigation. 7 

When sects were first established, they arose from a difference 
of opinion, as to the object of worship, the means of salvation, or 
some other tenet of faith and life, which appeared to their found- 
ers to result from a true construction of the Scriptures. Creeds 
were therefore instituted, and the test of proselytism was an ac-. 
knowledgment that the doctrines embraced were the doctrines of 


the Word. In process of time, however, when men became to 
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be less solicitous of the welfare of their immortal souls, and more 
prone to rest in the mere outward observance of religious forms, 
the creeds of their respective churches were, in a degree, lost 
sight of, and external bonds, such as frequenting the same place 
of worship, constituted the chief characteristic of their sectarian 
difference. Hence it has happened, that, in many societies of 
Christians, the doctrines of their particular church are unknown 
to most of the laity, and, in some instances, a part only of the 
articles of faith is professedly believed in. The consequence of 
this lamentable falling off, has been, that some congregations, 
without changing their denomination, have departed from the ca- 
nonical tenets of their church ; and we not unfrequently hear of 
persons, who call themselves by the same name, differing from 
each other, upon points the most important. Doctrines, in fine, 
are studied and understood by comparatively few individuals ; 
and theological knowledge is consequently of a very limited 
extent. 

If, therefore, it be intended to compare the doctrines of any 
sect of the old church with those of the new, we are not to ask 
individuals the particular nature of their belief. We are bound 
to resort to the tenets laid down in books, by writers held to be 
orthodox, as those upon which the church was founded, and upon 
which it is supposed still to rest. If, for example, we wish to 
ascertain the creed of the Protestant Episcopal Church, we must 
lock to the Thirty-nine Articles of its faith; if that of the Pres- 
byterian Church, we can find itin the Confession of Faith, and 
the Catechisms. If persons, professing themselves to be attached 
to a particular church, do not, in reality, believe the doctrines of 
that church, the fault is theirs, if they do not renounce their alle- 
giance, and associate themselves with those who acknowledge a 
faith similar to their own. 

One of the chief arguments against the examination of any new 
system of religion, is, that our forefathers were as wise as their de- 
scendants, and what they maintained, we will not depart from. Lit- 
tle do these advocates of the infallibility of their ancestors, reflect 
upon the absurdity into which this doctrine must lead them. What 
would have been our present situation, had our forefathers them- 
selves acted upon this principle? How could the reformation 
ever have been accomplished, had not some enlightened and 
independent men, disregardful of the contempt and scoffs of 
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their neighbours, raised their voices, and exerted their talents, in 
opposition to the Catholic dominion P—Nay, to carry the investi- 
gation farther back, should we not, at this day, all have been 
Jews or heathens, had it not been for the bold and resolute con- 
duct of the primitive Christians, who, in defiance of threats, of 
persecution, and of suffering, abandoned the religious opinions of 
their forefathers, and with them their synagogues and their idols ? 
This reasoning is sufficient to show the imbecility and irrational- 
ity of that species of argument, which would lead a man to pre- 
judge a system, without taking the pains of examining it, and to 
condemn it, merely because it was new. 

We have known many persons assume the character of critics, 
and revile the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg, who had never 
read a volume of his works, and it is a truth, that most of the ca- 
lumny, which has been heaped upon this illuminated seer, has 
been propagated by those who have never examined into his sys- 
tem. ‘The members of the New Church declare to their fellow 
Christians, and to the world, that in the writings of Emanuel 
Swedenborg, a new dispensation of truth is made to mankind. 
This they do not merely think, as matter of opinion—they feel 
it, they know it, and so may all others, who, in a state of serious 
inquiry, and full purpose of mind to apply their knowledge to 
_ the regulation of their lives,’ will study, without prejudice, the 
same volumes. But this is a new system of religion, and there- 
fore cannot be true! What! is the Christian world so fully satis- 
fied with its present doctrines, as not to be willing to listen to 
others P Are they so clear and satisfactory, as to create no doubts 
upon the mind ? or are many of them so difficult to be understood, 
that the only way in which they can be believed in, is to banish 
them altogether from the province of the rational faculty ? 

It shall be the constant endeavour of the editors of this work, 
to enforce, upon all occasions, the doctrines of the New Church. 
They know them to be the doctrines of the Sacred Scriptures, to 
which the Christian world must sooner or later subscribe; and, 
although their reception must, of necessity, from the nature of 
the prejudices which they will have to encounter, be slow and 
almost imperceptible, it will most certainly be sure. 

The following Contrast was drawn by a member of the New 
Church, residing in the interior of this state, and was published, 
a few years since, at his individual expense. Ep. 
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Of God and the Trinity. 
{N unity of the Godhead 
there be three persons of one 


‘substance, power and eternity : 


——God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghost. The 
Father is of none, neither be- 
gotten nor proceeding ;—the 
Son is eternally begotten of the 
Father ;—the Holy Ghost eter- 
nally proceeding from the Fa- 
ther and Son, 
[ Confession of Faith, 
chap. ii. sect. 3. | 
There be three persons in 
the Godhead ; the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost; and 
these three are one true eternal 
God, the same in substance, 
equal in power and glory, al- 
though distinguished by their 
personal properties. 
| Larger Catechism, 
question 9. | 


Of Predestination and Provi- 
dence. 

1. By the decree of God, for 

the manifestation of his glory ; 


REPOSITORY. 
THE CONTRAST. 








DOCTRINES 


OF THE 


NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH. 


Of God and the Trinity. 

THERE is but one God, in 
essence and in person one ; in 
whom there is a Divine Trini- 
ty of Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit,—and the Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ is that God. 
—This Trinity may be compar- 
ed to the soul, borly and opera- 
tion in every individual man. 
The Father is the Divine esse, 
the all-begetting Divinity,—an- 
swering to the soul of man :— 
the Son is the Humanity of 
Jesus Christ made Divine and 
united to the Father, or in 
other words, the Divine Huma- 
nity,—answering to the body 
of man:—and the Holy Spirit 
is the Divine proceeding ener- 
gy from the Father, through or 
out of the Son,—answering to 
the operations of the soul and 
body of man together, There- 
fore, the Lord, as Father, is the 
first cause and creator of all 
things from eternity ;—as Son, 
the redeemer in time ;—and, 


- as the Holy Ghost, the regene- 


rator to eternity. 
Of Predestination and Provi- 
dence. 
1. God, from the nature of 
his Divine Love, willeth the sal- 
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some men and angels are pre- 
destinated unto everlasting life, 
and others fore-ordained toever- 
lasting death. —_ — 

2. Those of mankind that 
are predestinated unto life, 
God, before the foundation of 
the world was laid, according 
to his eternal and immutable 
purpose, and the secret coun- 
sel and good pleasure of his 
will, hath chosen in Christ, un- 
to everlasting glory, out of his 
mere free grace and love, with- 
out any foresight of faith or 
good works, or perseverance in 
either of them, or any other 
thing in the creature, as condi- 
tions or causes moving .him 
thereunto ; and all to the praise 
of his glorious grace. — — 

S. The rest of mankind, God 
was pleased, according to the 
unsearchable counsel of his own 
will, whereby he extendeth or 
with-holdeth mercy as he pleas- 
eth, for the glory of his sove- 
reign power over his creatures, 
to pass by, and to ordain them 
to dishonour and wrath for their 
sim, to the praise of his glori- 
ous justice. 

| Confession of Faith, 
chap. iil. sect. 3, 4, 5, & 7. | 


[See Larger Catechism, 


question 12 & 13.} 
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vation of all men and angels, 

and created none for the mere 

purpose of everlasting death ;— 
Wherefore, 

2. Divine Love, through Di- 
vine Wisdom, hath provided the 
means whereby every man may 
be saved ;—which means are 
refraining from evils as sims 
against God ;—an acknow- 
ledgment of God; and a life 
of Charity and Faith, on the 
part of the creature. These 
are the means, conditions and 
causes of salvation—and every 
one receives from God the 
power of using them as his own, 


8. Those who do not use this 
power, consequently cannot be 
saved, as being unfit subjects of 
the Heavenly life s—but it is 
contrary to Divine Love to 
with-hold the means of salva- 
tion from any one. 
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4. As for those wicked and 
ungodly men, whom God, as a 
righteous judge, for former sins, 
doth blind and harden, from 
them he not only with-holdeth 
his grace whereby they might 
have been enlightened in their 
understandings, and wrought 
upon in their hearts ;—but 
sometimes also withdraweth 
the gifts which they had, and 
exposeth them to such objects 
as their corruption makes occa- 
sion for sin ;—and withal gives 
them over to their own lusts, 
the temptations of the world, 
and the power of Satan, where- 
by it comes to pass that they 
harden themselves, even under 
those means which God useth 
for the softening of others. 

[ Chap. v. sect. 6. | 
Of Original Sin and Heredita- 
ry Evil. 

1. Our first parents being the 
root of all mankind, the guilt of 
their sin was imputed, and the 
same death in sin, and corrupt- 
ed nature conveyed to all their 
posterity, descending from them 
by ordinary generation. 

2. This corruption of nature, 
during this life, doth remain in 
those that are regenerated ; and 
although it be through Christ 
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———— 


4. The divine grace of God 
floweth unto all men,—but those 
who will not receive and apply 
it, but follow the wicked incli- 
nations of their own corrupt na- 
ture, in the pursuit and practice 
of evil, and neglect to exercise 
their free-will in co-operating 
with that Divine gift,—thereby 
harden their own hearts, and 
blind their understandings, un- 
til at length they become total- 
ly unfitted for the reception of 
heavenly light and life, and 
consequently cannot be saved. 


Of Original Sin and Heredita- 
ry Evil. 

1. Hereditary evils exist, and 
are inherited from parents suc- 
cessively, but they are not im- 
puted, except to those who make 
them their own by actual com- 
mission ;—consequently all in- 
fants are saved. 

2. This corruption of our na- 
ture, by a life of charity and 
faith, and consequent regenera- 
tion, may in a great degree be 
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pardoned and mortified, yet, both 

itself, and all the motions there- 

of, are truly and properly sin. 
{ Chap. vi. sect. 3 & 5.) 


Of Christ the Mediator, and of 
Redemption. 

1. It pleased God, in his eter- 
nal purpose, to choose and or- 
dain the Lord Jesus his only be- 
gotten Son, to be the mediator 
between God and man. — 

The Son of God, the second 
person in the Trinity, being ve- 
ry and eternal God, of one sub- 
stance and equal with the Fa- 
ther, did, when the fulness of 
time was come, take upon him- 
self man’s nature. 


2. The Lord Jesus, by his 
perfect obedience and sacrifice 
of himself, which he, through 
the eternal spirit, once offered 
up unto God, hath fully satisfied 
the justice of his Father ; and 
purchased not only reconcilia- 
tion, but an everlasting inheri- 
tance in the kingdom of Hea- 
ven, for all those whom the Fa- 
ther hath given unto him. 

| Confession of Faith, 
chap. viii. sect. 1, 2, & 5.] 
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—_ 


extirpated, and the mere natu- 
ral affections reduced to a de- 
gree of heavenly order. 


Of Christ the Mediator, and of 
Redemption. 

1. It pleased Jehovah God, in 
his eternal purpose, and in the 
fulness of time, to assume the 
human nature in the person of 
Jesus Christ, for the purpose of 
redeeming mankind and glori- 
fying that Humanity, which is 
called the Son of God. 


2. The Lord Jesus Christ, as 
Divine Truth, by acts of Re- 
demption, which were spiritual 
combats with, and subjection of 
the hells and infernal spirits, 
and the removal of evils from 
man ;—as also by the glorifica- 
tion of his Humanity, and the 
uniting of it with the Father or 
Divine Good (by which man 
was enabled to approach nearer 
to the Divinity, and the Divini- 
ty to man) hath fully establish- 
ed the means of salvation to all 
those who live a life of charity. 
and keep his commandments. 
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3. Christ maketh intercession, 
by his appearing in our nature 
continually before the Father in 
Heaven, in the merit of his obe- 
dience and sacrifice on earth, 
declaring his will to have it ap- 
plied to all believers ; answering 
all accusations against them ; 
and procuring for them quiet of 
conscience notwithstanding dai- 
ly failings, access and boldness 
to the throne of grace, and ac- 
ceptance of their persons and 
service. 

[Larger Catechism, 
question 55. | 


4. The grace o God is mani- 
fested in the second Covenant, 
in that he freely provideth and 
offereth to sinners a mediator, 
and life and salvation by him ; 
and requiring faith as the con- 
dition to interest them in him, 
promiseth and giveth his holy 
spirit to all his elect, to work in 
them that faith, with all other 
saving graces. 

(Ib. Quest. 32, and Confes- 
sion of Faith, chap. vii. | 
Of Free-Will. 

1. Man, by his fall into a state 
of sin, hath wholly lost all abili- 
ty of will to any spiritual good 
accompanying salvation ; so as 
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5. “ This humanity being the 
medium by which man may come 
to God the Father, and God the 
Father to man, and thereby be 
his teacher and guide unto sal- 
vation,—therefore the Son of 
God, by whom is meant the Hu- 
manity of God the Father, is 
called the Saviour and the Me- 
diator : Intercession, conse- 
cuently, is perpetual mediation ; 
for true love, whence mercy, 
clemency and grace proceed, 
perpetually intercedeth, that is 
mediateth for those who do his 
commandments, and are thereby 
the objects of his love.” E. S. 

4. The love and mercy of God 
is manifested, in his freely pro- 
viding the means of salvation to 
all mankind, by his assuming the 
human nature, and therein, by 
acts of redemption, removing 
hell or evil from them ; thereby 
giving them power to receive 
and apply the influences of his 
holy spirit, and to live a life of 
charity and faith, as the condi- 
tion of eternal life and salva- 
tion. 

Of Free-Will. 

1. Man, by increase of here- 
ditary evil, is naturally averse 
from spiritual things ; but every 
one receives from the Lord the 
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a natural man being altogether power of doing good, and re- 
averse from that good,anddead fraining from evil, and of pre- 


in sin, is not able by his own 

strength to convert himself, or 
to prepare himself thereunto. 
| Confession of Faith, 

chap. ix. sect. 3. | 


Of Effectual Calling and Re-. 


generation. 

1. All those whom God hath 
predestinated unto life,and those 
only, he is pleased in his ap- 
pointed and accepted time, ef- 
fectually to callby his word and 
spirit, out of that state of sin 
and death, in which they are by 
nature, to grace and salvation 
by Jesus Christ. 

2. This effectual call is of 
God’s free and special grace 
alone,—not from any thing at 
all foreseen in man, who is al- 
together passive therein, until 
being quickened and renewed 
by the holy spirit, he is thereby 
enabled to answer this call, and 
to embrace the grace offered 
and conveyed in it. 

| Confession of Faith, 
chap. x. sect. 1 & 2.) 


Of Gentilism. 
1, They who having never 
heard the Gospel, know not Je- 
VOL, I. 


paring himself by such acts for 
eternal life;—of course, man 
hath free-will in _ spiritual 
things. 


Of Effectual Calling and Re- 
generation. 

1. All those who refrain from 
evils, and live.a life of charity 
and faith, are, by the co-opera- 
tion of the holy spirit, gradual- 
ly removed from the state of sin 
and corruption which they are 
in by nature, to a spiritual state 
of virtue and purity,—and 
finally to salvation. 

2. This spiritual state of 
Heavenly purity, is effected sole- 
ly by the exertions of man’s free- 
will (in refraining from evils as 
sins against God, and: living a 
good life) co-operating with the 
divine influence flowing unto 
all; thereby making himself a 
fit subject for the reception of 
further communications of the 
Holy Spirit,—which co-operates 
so far only in regeneration, as 
man exerts his free-will. 


Of Gentilism. 
1. They who having never 
heard of the Gospel, and know 
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sus Christ, and believe not on 
him, cannot be saved, be they 
never so diligent to frame their 
lives according to the light of 
nature, or the laws of that re- 
ligion which they possess ;— 
neither is there salvation in any 
other but in Christ alone, who 
is the Saviour only of his body 
the Church. 
| Larger Catechism, 
question 60. | 
Of Justification and Good 
Works. 

1. Those whom God effectu- 
ally calleth, he also freely justi- 
fieth - - - - not for any thing 
wrought in them, or done by 
them, but for Christ’s sake 
alone ; not by imputing faith it- 
self, the act of believing, or any 
other evangelical obedience to 
them as their righteousness, but 
by imputing the obedience and 
satisfaction of Christ unto them, 
they receiving and resting on 
him and his righteousness by 
faith; which faith they have 
not of themselves,—it is ‘the 
sift of God. —_—  — 

2. Faith thus receiving and 
resting on Christ and his right- 
eousness, is the alone instru- 
ment of justification ; yet it is 
not alone in the person justifi- 
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not the Lord Jesus Christ,—if 
they acknowledge the being of 
a God, and live a conscientious 
life of charity and virtue, ac- 
cording to the best light they 
have; thereby become fit recep- 
tacles of the life and faith of 
Heaven, in their degree, and 


- are consequently saved. 


Of Justification and Good 
Works. 

1. Those who live a life of 
goodness according to the com- 
mandments, and believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, will be sav- 
ed; and such life and faith 
will be imputed to them. 


2. Such life of goodness and 
charity, is the essential means 
of salvation and justification, — 
yet it is never alone,—always 
producing and accompanying @ 
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ed, but is ever accompanied 
with all other saving graces, 
and is no dead faith, but work- 
eth by love. 
[ Confession of Faith, 
"chap. xi. sect. 1 & 2.) 


Of Faith. 

i. The principal acts of sav- 
ing Faith are, accepting, rcceiv- 
ing, and resting upon Christ 
alone for justification, sanctifi- 
cation and eternal life, by vir- 
fue of the covenant of grace. 

[ Confession of Faith, 
chap. xiv. sect, 2. | 

2. Faith justifies a sinner in 
the sight of God, not because of 
those other graces which do al- 
ways accompany it, or of good 
works that are the fruits of it ; 
nor as if the grace of Faith, or 
any act thereof, were imputed 
to him, for his justification ; but 
only as it is an instrument, by 
which he receiveth and applieth 
Christ and his righteousness. 

[Larger Catechism, 
question 73. | 
Of ‘Repentance. 

1. Although Repentance be 
not to be rested in as any satis- 
faction for sin, or any cause of 
the pardon thereof, which is the 
act of God’s free grace in 
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faith interiorly suitable to its 
nature and quality. 


Of Faith. 

1. The principal acts of sav- 
ing Faith are, an acknowledg- 
ment that the Lord Jesus Christ 
is God, a life of active virtue 
and usefulness, and keeping the 
commandments. 


2. This Faith justifies and 
saves sinners, because such 
good works and active virtues 
(the essence of all true Faith) 
prepare the. sinner for the re- 
ception of that Divine grace 
which floweth unto ali men ;— 
therefore these good and virtu- 
ous acts of the creature, are 
imputed to him, and are instru- 
ments by which he receiveth 
and applieth the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and salvation. 

Of Repentance. 

1. Repentance, (which is an 
acknowledgment of, and re- 
fraining from all evils because 
they are sins against God, and 
leading a new life according to 
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Christ; yet, it is of such ne- his commandments) is the only 
cessity toallsinners, that none means of making: satisfaction 
may expect pardon without it. for sin, and the only cause of 
{ Confession of Faith, the pardon thereof ;—and it is 
chap. xv. sect. 3.| of such necessity to all sinners, 
that none may expect pardon 

without it. 


AN ESSAY ON THE NATURE OF LAWS, BOTH PHY- 
SICAL AND MORAL, BY A LAYMAN. 


By Law, is here meant, rule of action. When applied to moral 
conduct, it will carry the idea of truth, order, sincerity. When 
joined with material substances, with which our senses are con- 
versant, it will intimate regularity, uniformity, orderly action. 


CHAPTER I. 


The earth we tread upon, the air we breathe, the clothes which 
cover our bodies, the sun which shines over our heads, and which 
warms and enlightens the world, the food we eat, the heart which 
beats in our bosoms, the speech we use to communicate our 
thoughts to each other, could neither exist or subsist, without 


rule or law. 
There is no kind of existence whatever, which could possibly 


come into that existence, except by means of law. 

No nation can possibly cohere together without law; without 
law it must be a mischievous rabble. 

No family can cohere without laws of order: « house filled with 
irregularity of conduct; with jarring differences, and with con- 
tentious passiens ; must, sooner or later, crumble inte decay and 
final ruin. 

That individual, whether male or female, who lives without any 
proper rule of conduct, will most assuredly live also without re- 
spect or esteem. 
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Every person amongst us, arrived to years of discretion, must, 
both from feeling and reflection, know, that within the human 
breast, there exist such turbulent passions, as if suffered to burst 
forth into open act, without restraint, would induce destruction 
upon the possessor. 
On the other hand, when nations are guided by wise laws, they 


must be both great and happy. 


When families are conducted by harmony, reciprocal affec- 
tions, and tender offices, they must thrive and flourish. 

When individuals regulate their conduct by sound principles 
of moral law, and physical propriety, they must needs be esteem- 
ed and respected. 

And what is much more, they will enjoy an inward felicity 
and satisfaction in well doing, far superior to fortune or to ho- 
nours; or to any thing else this world can bestow. 

From this cursory view even of the subject, it may appear of 
how vast a consequence is law. 

The best things amongst men, however, have been, and may 
again be perverted. Law has been perverted. Law, just, pure, 
and holy law, may again fall into unhallowed hands, which may 
pervert it. But woe to the perverter. 





CHAPTER II. 


When the Atmicurty Fiat was expressed, and visible nature 
came obediently into manifest existence, law, as an inseparable 
concomitant, attended the creation from beginning to end. 

If matter had been a chaos, previous to the impression and re- 
gulation of law, then it must needs have existed without or inde- 
pendent of the Derry ; for where Gop is, there is order, there is 
law ; and to suppose a chaos existing without Gop, is to rob him 
of one of his attributes, his omnipresence ; and if omnipresence 
be taken away, Gop himself is removed from the ideas of the 
soul. 


But matter, or visible nature, is a servant, and not an inde- 


_ pendent existence, and so long as it obeys the laws of order, has 


the care and superintendence of the Gop oF ORDER, its Master, 
over it. 

The general laws of the visible world are not only in space 
and time ; but they are space and time themselves, 
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All progressions of space are measured by time, and all periods 
of time are marked by the spaces or things which they passed 
over. 

Heat and light are, both, of space and time : the states of light, 
from the dawn of morning to the darkness of ‘night, are marked 
by the space passed over, together with the time they continue ; 
—their increments, decreasings, &c. 

The various instruments used in the sciences show this. 

The shadow on a sun-dial ; the hands on a clock or watch; 
the rising or falling of quicksilver in a weather glass, or in a ther- 
mometer ; all show the different changes of the things to which 
they are applied, by the spaces passed over in a certain period 
of time. ’ 

This visible creation is, therefore, bounded and limited by 
space and time; nor can possibly, by any means, exceed those 
limits. 

The human body, as well as every other part of matter, has its 
commencement and increase ; its bounds; its limits ; and is dis- 
tinctly a subject of both space and time. 

Now space and time, in their very natures, exclude the idea of 
infinity and eternity. 

If space were infinite, it could no longer be space, because in- 
finity is unmeasurable ; but space can be measured. 

In like manner, time and eternity are dissimilar : for time has 
an end, but eternity not. 

Infinity and eternity ; space and time ;—are not meré names, 
without implicating things. It would make human language fool- 
ishness, were this the case. But as there is time and space visi- 


ble to the eye, so is there both an infinity and eternity existing 


beyond it. 

Space and time cannot possibly create and change themselves. 
Their very limited and bounded existence prove demonstrably 
that this is the case. A self-creating power would not, could not 
bound itself. Limitations, when they exist, must be imposed by 
another. But a self-creating power is an absurdity. 

This proves that some other besides space and time does exist ; 
and it also proves that other to be more powerful, greatly supe- 
rior to both. Limitation by law proves a law-giver. 
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Above time is eternity. Above space is infinity. Infinity and 
eternity are, therefore, the Lords and Masters of time in the 
hands of HIM who is both EreRNat and INFINITE. 

And forasmuch as whatever undergoes change must necessarily 
be a created existence; it follows that the Creator is without 
change himself; consequently that he is uncreated, and self ex- 
istent; the First Cause. 

There is no denying such a first cause, so long as changing 


matter exists. A change is an effect; and an effect cannot be 
both cause and effect at the same time. 





CHAPTER IIl. 


Whatever in this world has relation to infinity and eternity, is 
called morality. 

Morality will not apply to inanimate matter. It is impossible 
to make a stone, a piece of wood, gold, silver, water, fire, or any 
other physical or material substance, moral; but they may be 
made subservient to moral operation. 

Moral life is, therefore, the superior of material substances. 
The attributes of each are different. What applies to the one 
will not apply to the other. : 

The proper subject of morality is the mind, or soul of man. 

The brute animals are not moral, nor can morality be predi- 
cated of them. Of consequence, virtue or vice cannot be said of 
them. 

Virtue implies a good intention, a true mode of action, and 
sound action itself, all in regular sequence; arising from a free- 
dom of will, and choice or election, by judgment. 

A virtuous mind has the power to pervert, or invert his good 
dispositions, and his upright thoughts. He can act for Gov, or 
against him. He can benefit his neighbour or he can injure him. 
He can bless, or he can curse. No being but man can do so. 

In this we find a definite distinction between mere animal life 
and human beings ;—and atso between matter and spirit. 

A being of whom vice and virtue can be predicated, is a moral 
agent. 

Moral life, and moral law (both are inseparable) cannot be 


measured by any physical rule or material body. Such rule can- 
not reach it. 
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It cannot be said of moral law, that it is long or short, thick or 
thin, cold or dark, broad or narrow, &c. the reason is, because 
the moral is superior to the physical world ; and it is against both 

nature and reason, that the inferior should be a rule mt the su- 
perior. 

If moral life be not found in either the brute creation, or in the 
mineral kingdom, it can scarcely be expected in the vegetable. 
Vegetables have life, for they die as well as propagate and grow. 
But theirs is far removed from a life of morality ; which is the 
exclusive privilege of man alone. As, therefore, the attributes 
of moral and physical existences are quite different, it follows 
that the nature of their essences are different. 

If physics be material, morals must needs be immaterial. If 
the former be natural, then the latter must be spiritual. 

And if morals be entities or real existences (which cannot well 
be denied) then must they of course inhere in substantial forms ; 
because an attribute without a subject in which it inheres, and to 
which it belongs, is not predicable ; it is not any thing; for how 
can we say that black or white, hot or cold, good or bad, high or 
low, rich or poor, virtuous or vicious, light or dark, green or yel- 
low, &c. ‘exist, but as adjectively, or adjunct to séme substance 
or substances ! | 

Hence it appears, that when we speak of any quality of the 
human mind, it is implied. that that quality inheres in a substan- 
tial form. 

The attributes, brave, generous, wise, modest, chaste, temper- 
ate, benevolent, would mean nothing, except attributed to some- 
thing substantial in form. . 

The human mind, is therefore substantial, for it is the man 
himself. 

It has been shown that material substances carry in their bo- 
soms their heat, their cold, their hardness, their softness, and 
other qualities which may-be attributable to them. How much 
more must this be the case with what is above matter, from m which 
it is derived and to which it belongs. 

To allow to the posterior what we deny to the prior, tg the 
effect what we deny to the cause, is surely not rational. 

From what has been said in this chapter, it will appear-that the 
soul of man (and no other being has a soul, properly so calléd,) 
is not limited by, nor confined to matter, consequently, that it is 
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not- material. The progressions of the one are rapid, of the 


other, slow.—A man, by thought, can go to the Indies in a mo- 
ment; his body could not get there in a month. 


CHAPTER IV. 


’ Any thing is complete in its kind, when it performs all the 
purposes it was, or is designed for. 

The visible natural world is complete in its kind, because it 
serves all the purposes of a fit habitation for-man, from concep- 
tiori to death, in old age. Did it not undergo the mutations of 
states which it now does, it would be unfit; for then it would not 
be subservient and accommodating to the various changes in his 
mind. The inferior would not be suited to the operations of the 
superior. 

Matter is passive, receiving and retaining the impressions made 
by man upon it;—it.is therefore dead and inactive. 

On the other hand, the mind is active, and impressive of its 
powers upon matter, and is alive. 

Matter cannot command man. Man can command matter. 

Hence we see there is an exactitude of limits, a distinctness 
of definition, between the soul and the body. 

_ Each has its own mode and state of existence ; together with 
appropriate laws, and consequent actions or effects. 

Moral laws-relate to vice and virtue, physical laws relate to 

space and time, and their progressions. | 
Each, therefore, must needs have its own world ; and as the 
world which we here inhabit, is not a moral, but a physical world, 
it follows, when the human body and its indwelling mind, axe 
parted, at death, that the latter recedes into a moral world; where 
matter 13 not. | 
It was before observed, that moral law may operate upon, but 
not convert into its own nature; physics or material entities.— 
Hence, then, may be seen, that no elaboration can convert the 
human body into mind; the effect can never assimilate into the 
nature of the cause. 

The seat of human thoughts and affections is the soul. 

That affections are warm and thoughts clear, or in light, those 


who think and feel rightly, well know. Hence it follows, that 
VOL. I. L 
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the mental, immaterial, or spiritual world, possesses and enjoys 
both heat and light. 

Now where such enjoyments come to the human soul, it is a 
proof in itself, that there must be a centre to communicate them ; 
for man is not self-derived ; and wherever there is a derivative, 
there must be a primitive ; wherever there is a circumference, 
there also must be a centre. 

As there are moral beings or spirits. to enjoy the heat and 
light, it follows that the centre of their life is moral also; for, in 
order to participate, there must be a certain degree of similarity. 

Essential morality can be found in Gop only; who is wherever 
soundly moral men are; for he is their Head and acknowledged 
Life. 

The more pure and upright a man’s heart is, the more moral 
he is; and in proportion as he loves purity, he loves Gop; who 
is the AuTuor thereof; consequently, in the same proportion he 
becomes happy and blessed. 

Such an one advances more and more from the inertness of 
physics, and physical law, into the vivification and activities of 
moral law, with the delights of its life. His delights and joys 
become more and more of the mind, and less of the body. In 
consequence whereof, they have less alloy in them. 

There is no physical gratification of the senses but what brings 
fatigue, and often pain. Whereas it never was known that a 


pure moral action was followed by any thing but pleasure and 
delight. 


CHAPTER V. 


Man, the mere natural, uninstructed, uninformed man, can see 
nothing of causes ; his vision is limited to effects alone. Neither 
can the bodily eye of the intelligent man penetrate beyond nature. 

To get into the reasons of things, it is needful to mount into the 
spiritual world, by means of intellectual light, or vigour of under- 
standing. 

For every inferior thing can be intellectually comprehended by 
superiors only. 

The whole visible physical world is manifestly an effect; fox 
we see it has not power to move itself. 
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The earth cannot revolve on its own axis of itself; neither can 
the sun warm it, or elevate it of himself, or by any independent 
power of his own. Vegetables grow, not from an external visible 
cause, but from an internal propelling power. The same is true 
of man, and of brutes. 

The uniformity and regularity of action in physical bodies, 
proves a law and laws of action ; for if there were no rule or law, 
the actions must needs be irregular. | 

Now the rules applied to physical bodies are merely natural or 
physical, for they must needs be similar, in order to be accom- 
modated to the subject. Therefore, even physical laws are, of 
themselves, inactive. 

Moral law is the guide, as it is the superior, of physical 
law : therefore, he who 7+»ssesses most of moral law, in heart and 
head, understands nature best. ‘The reason of which is plain. 
Moral law applies, as said above, to living beings alone ; physical 
law only to inert subjects: and Life is central; Nature is cir- 
cumferential.* 

The intelligent moral man views nature from within, as well 
as from without. ‘The immoral man views it from without only ; 
er if he views it with some light of intellect, still he sees it not 
from the true ground ; a ground of goodness; consequently he 
views Creation, not as Gop formed it, but as his suppositions and 
fancies suggest to him. 

Hence have arisen so many theists ; so many Infidels; of va- 
rious denominations. 

What is living is necessarily central to what is dead; and the 
centre always commands the circumference. 

Life has nothing in common with deaths neither matter with 
spirit. Soul and Body are EssENTIALLY DISTIXCT. 

Both in the moral and physical worlds, the subjects of central 
operation, in order to be denominated orderly, and be estimated 
accordingly, must possess a due fitness, and a certain passiveness 
to the operations of their respective centres. | 

In order to judge of the fitness or unfitness for use of any phy- 
sical body, we are obliged to apply the rule of knowledge or in- 
tellectual hight; without which, we cannot form any decision 


* Will the reader permit himself to be recommended to the perusal of the 
first volume of the Fool of Quality, pages 124, 125, and 140? 
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whatever ; for an infant, an ideot, or a person of deranged mind, 
is incapable of forming a just estimate. A piece of gold, ora bit 
of brass; a pebble, or a diamond, would prove alike in value to 
such. 

Hence again we see that matter is judged of by spirit, and not 
vice versa. 

As in the natural world there is the difference of inferior and 
superior, sweet and feculent; fit and unfit; so it is in the moral 
world. 

The rule still advances in that world; inferior virtues are 
judged of by superior ; intellect itself is judged of by the higher 
power of goodness; for as intellect is only valuable in so far as 
it leads ‘to goodness ; so goodness itself is only so far good as it 
agrees with, and approaches to the contre of goodness ;—the 
LIvinG Gop HIMSELF. 

Man, therefore, is only then truly man, when he lives in the 
order of creation. When he recedes from the centre of moral 
life, his powers lessen, he recedes then towards inert physical 
existence, and descends to the nature of a beast ;—of a wild, un- 
tractable, unteachable beast. Coercion then suits him, as a slave ; 
—the slave of his passions.— Whips, chains, and prisons, are then 
fitly adapted to him. 





CHAPTER VI. 


Before the illustration of the foregoing principles be shown by 
practice, it may not be amiss to dwell a little longer on the differ- 
ences between mind and matter. 

Whether any material substance be sound or decayed; whe- 
ther to be preserved or rejected ; it is neither a subject of plea- 
sure or of pain; of reward or punishment. 

Herein it mightily differs from the subject of moral life, who 
is susceptible both of pleasure and pain; of reward and punish- 
ment; as the fruits of acting justly, or the chastisement of doing 
falsely. 

Neither can any one think of judging of the merits or deme- 
rits of brutes, by moral law: consequently Man, only, is the 
subject of that law. 
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The body which man wears, is subject to, and can be bound 
by material bonds ; for he may be tied by ligatures, and bound 
down with chains ; but his soul soars far above them ; and, if truly 
virtuous, can be free and happy in slavery, in poverty, and in 
death itself. 

All external bonds are merely physical; the mind which ‘is 
truly free, cannot be bound down by them. 

It is, alas! too true, that the fear of bodily bonds has induced 
some men, in different ages of the world, to purchase the favour 
of tyrants and tormentors, by mental sacrifices. 

But in so doing, from being in measure free, they make them- 
selves slaves indeed !—from exciting soft pity, and kind commi- 
seration, they excited contempt. Such, by being conquered, de- 
served not the reward due to victors. 

There are, in our day, many men who endeavour to‘enslave 
the minds of their fellow-citizens: and this by various artifices, 
and natural physical chains. ; 

Such are sensualists, of different classes and denominations ; 
all, in reality, §nti-Christians. All such are covertly immoral ; 
whatever they profess. 

He, whoever he be, that exalts physical law, and sinks down 
moral law under his feet; who either openly, or by a side wind, 
opposes the truths of the Sacred Scriptures ; (for there, and there 
only, is the moral law to be found in its purity and in its fulness) 
such a one is a sensualist, and a poisoner; a serpentof the tree 
of knowledge, of good and evil. 

The Ten Commandments, in the twentieth chapter of Exodus, 
contain that law. 

He who lives in obedience to it is well pleasing to Gop, the 
AutTuor of it. And he who lives in contradiction to it, can nei- 
ther be well pleasing to Gop, nor any other than a nuisance in 
the society of his fellow men. 

He who lives in violation of moral law, cannot be a Christian, 
because Christianity is built upon.that law. | 

“ If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” Matt. 
xix. 17, 


He cannot be a good citizen, because the moral law teaches 
to do as he would be done by. 


Nor can he be an honest man, because he looks at his own self- 
will, and his own advantages, in opposition to truth and justice, 
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He violates the law of kindness and justice, and of consequence 
becomes unkind and unjust. 

In public life he is bad, however he may endeavour to show 
fair to the world, by a specious outside. As to open violators of 
that law, they are like putrid and contagious diseases, whose con- 
tact is deadly. 


CHAPTER VII. 


If in public life the immoral man be injurious to society ; he is 
much more destructive in private. 

Such an one sours, embitters, and poisons domestic happiness ; 
and by this means incapacitates the rising generation from be- 
coming either happy or honourable. 

Of totally a different cast is the truly moral man. 

Sincerity, kindness, openness, benevolence, generosity, tem- 
perance, and chastity, with a very long list of other virtues, take 
up their abode in his happy dwelling. 

His life being gradually perfected here, by active morality 
dwelling in passive matter, is prepared by habit, to such a fixed- 
ness and stability of moral life, as may enable him to do without 
matter; and live distinct from it, in the mental or moral world. 

This, indeed, is the very design of a material world, viz. to 
form a receptivity for immaterial minds. For in the moral world, 
there is no extension; consequently, space and time, with their 
limitations, have no place there.—(Chapter III.) 

Instead of extension, there is impletion ; and instead of time, 
there is a state of impletion. And, as the states of mental com- 
fort, delight, and happiness, in this world, may be immensely va- 
ried, and exalted ; how much more must this be the case, when 
the limitations and imperfections of matter are removed! when 
the spirit returns to Gov who gave it! 


CHAPTER VIII. 


Proefs, in support of the foregoing principles, are abundant. 
The states of society, in every part, evidence them. 
~ Penal laws are designed.as correctors of immorality ; for where 
there is no immoral conduct, no just law can punish. 
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Let immorality be removed, and the prisons may be shut up. 
We may then sleep in safety without bolts or bars to our doors. 
Were immorality banished, the forked tongue of slander would 
no more wound the characters and feelings of the good and vir- 
tuous. Detraction, envy, malice, violence, duplicity, drunken- 
ness, unchastity, theft, tyranny, with the whole infernal brood 


. of immoralities, would retire to their native hells; and no lon- 


ger disturb the peace and comfort of society. 

Were immorality removed, civil and religious liberty must 
grow and spread their sheltering branches far and wide. 

Remove immorality, and commerce must needs flourish ; be- 
cause full credit would exist between man and man; honest debts 
would be paid, none other would be contracted, and fraudulent 
bankruptcies would have an end, 

Is this an imaginary picture! is it not rather a thing fully with- 
in the reach. Who is there that is not ashamed of immoral con- 
duct ? and where is the man or woman, endowed with common 
sense, that may not live a moral life, if so disposed ? 

This matter is in the power of all. And if we will not, each 
of us, practice it, with what face can we complain of the mischiefs 
existing in society. 

Every one who violates moral bonds, adds his quota of evil to 
the common stock. 


CHAPTER IX. 


Truth is generally seen more clearly by contrast. 

Let the foregoing principles be inverted, and then view the 
picture. 

Let us suppose, for a moment, that nature created all things : 
—is the head of all things. 

Then it follows, that what is outermost created what is inmost ; 
that the circumference created the centre ; that our earth form- 
ed the sun; that the body formed the mind; that what is in- 
ert and dead, created what is alive. 

The soul or mind must, in this case, act from the body, not 
the body by command of the soul. 


This atheistical inversion is the very reverse of the phenomena 
of the world. 
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For the earth, obediently, as astronomy teaches, moves round 
the sun, not the sun round the earth. 

The mind directs the movements of the body, not the body of 
the mind. 

Of consequence, the order of creation is, that what is within 
rules what is without.—That what is within is the highest and 
most central, and what is without is lowest and most circumfe- 
rential. 

The mind of man is within the body, and is therefore central 
to it; but, as every one ought to know, the mind is not self pro- 
duced nor self existent; therefore it owes its existence to ano- 
ther who is central and superior to it. Wherever there is man, 
therefore, he is a standing proof that there is a Gov above him. 


CHAPTER X. 


To what is owing the vast difference of sentiments and man- 
ners amongst us, but to difference of moral ideas, and consequent 
conduct P 

If our moral ideas were all correct, we should not be inundat- 
ed with infidel writings ; nor infidel behaviour.* 

Nothing in any period of former times, has brought flourishing 
nations to their ruin, but disunion effected by perverse opinions 
and conduct, arising from immoral minds. 

Why is a bribe offered, but to destroy moral probity! and why 
is it received, but to sell virtue. Both the buyers and the sellers 
are morally corrupt. They are diseased within. 

Were morality duly cherished and cultivated, infidelity would 
fly the land. ‘There is no better seat can be prepared for the 
truths of revelation than a moral heart.—Nay, there can be no 
morality but what is derived from those truths. 

There is no such thing as natural religion.—Therefore, 

. Man, of himself, without instruction, would be worse off than 
the brutes. 

They, born with their instincts, of various kinds, know their 
fit food, and can distinguish their triends from their foes. 

Not so human beings. ‘The tender nursings of a mother, or 

nurse, are long needful; nor could they ever attain to human 


* Psalm c. 3 
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speech, nor be able to communicate ideas, without attentive in- 
struction. 

And, if language, which is of human origin, cannot be gained 
without teaching, much less can things of a much higher nature. 

Who can know what an intelligent man thinks, or feels, of a 
matter, except he expresses himself! if then the inferior be not 
to be comprehended, how much less the Superior, the ALMIGH- 
ty Gop, and his laws ! 

What are the powers, it may be asked, which uninstructed 
man possesses of procuring wisdom of himself? 

Has he any science at his birth, or is he either intelligent or 
rational ? if he were any of these, he would not, perhaps, require 
Preceptors and Professors ; and if they be acquired afterwards, 
it must be from those who know, and are superior in mental pow- 
er; consequently, he not takes, but receives them. 

How much more is this the case in religion, of which the Bible 
assures us, * A man receives nothing, eacept it be given him, from 
above.”’* 

If man, by the light of nature, can procure for himself the 
knowledge of Gop and moral law, how comes it to pass that so 
many nations of the earth are superstitious Idolaters! and why 
does their moral conduct generally keep pace with their ideas of 
the Derry ?P , 

The truth is, every man is born into this world ignorant. Should 
he become wise in progress of growth, his wisdom is to be con- 


sidered as acquirement. The word of Gop; the sayings of other 








men, tend to this acquisition; for as shown abo human 
mind is derivative, not primitive. va 
What is mentally obtained of wisdom, must be Gop, the 


Crenrre of wisdom—the onty Source thereof. Hence it may 
appear, there could be no religion without revelation. 





CHAPTER XI. 

In chapter third, it was shown, that man, in consequence of 
his possessing powers of vice and virtue, and from no other 
ground, is a moral agent. For it is virtue which constitutes mo- 
rality ; and itis vice which makes immorality. 

It was also shown, that he can freely choose to do an evil ac- 


* John iil. 27. 


M 













































—— 
~~ ee oe 




















































90 REPOSITORY. 





tion, or a benevolent one ; that he can pray, or he can blaspheme ; 
can serve his neighbour or destroy him. 

Were he not accountable for his conduct, no means could pre- 
serve human soctety ; for the raging anger and boisterous pas- 
sions of wicked persons, would destroy as far as their power 
reached. 

But wise civil laws have defined actions and placed bars against 
the operations of hatred and revenge. 

Civil law is a rule of conduct for the external political acts of 
man, in civilized society. ‘To this law, therefore, as the head of 
that civilized government to which he belongs, his bodily life and 
furtune, are justly accountable: the well-being of society de- 
mand it. 

Now civil law never can act justly but in subservience to mo 


ought, moral law does the same. 

It would be absurdity to suppose that Gop, who is all just. 
could approve what truth and justice condemn. Moral turpitude 
ean never find an abetter in the ALMIGuHTy. 

Hence it appears plain enough, (and each one’s heart tells 
him so,) that as man is accountable to civil law upon earth ;—so 
is he much more accountable to the law of his Gon, after death ! 

And if the punishments of the one be temporal, because the 
natural life is temporal; so must condemnation in the moral 
world be eternal ; inasmuch as the entire nature of that world is 
eternal, 






: ow that there may be sorrow and anguish of heart ; 
distre , and vexation of spirit within, while the body is 
well eno health, and can both eat, and drink, and talk, and 
work. It is plain therefore, the moral part may be racked with 
anxiety, whilst the body shows little of it to the world. Such in- 
ternal ruin and distraction may consequently last as long as the 
part diseased ; that is forever. 

And as “it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this 
the judgment.’’* 

So whatever is here, is changeable and perishable ; whatever 
is there, is fixed and immutable: The hell of evil men,t as wel! 
as the heaven of good ones. 


* Hebrews ix. 27. J Mark ix. 49. 
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THE VISION OF THOMAS SAY. 


Almost all the old inhabitants of Philadelphia are familiar with 
an account which has been current for these sixty or eighty years 
past, of a vision, said to have been seen by Thomas Say. This 
extraordinary occurrence took place about the year 1725, and 
was said to have been supported by such strong testimony, both 
in relation to the respectability of the parties, and the facts al- 
leged, as to have gained an extensive credence, especially among 
those to whom Mr. Say was known. 

It is positively asserted, in the book of Proverbs, that «* where 
there is no vision, the people perish ;”? and hence, many indivi- 
duals, of the Christian church, are most conclusively satisfied, 


a... there has been no period at which extraordinary manifesta- 


ions have not been dispensed. This we conceive to be decidedly 
the opinion of the members of the New Church; and it is truly 
to be lamented, that such a general disbelief should prevail in the 
old church, in matters relating to the spiritual world. It is evi- 
dent, and has become matter of history, that, until towards the 
middle of the eighteenth century, a belief in super-human agen- 
cies, and in the intimate connection between the natural and spi- 
ritual worlds, was not considered as confined to the ignorant 
alone. Of this fact, the form of indictments, as they at this day 
exist in our courts, affords abundant proof, that, at least amongst 
those who were learned in the law, it was believed that the Devil 
had access to the human mind. The forms, too, of prayers, in 
most churches, proclaim a belief of the influence of Satan upon 
the passions and hearts of men; and if this be acknowledged, 
must not the invisible world be most closely and nearly conjoin- 
ed to the visible system ? If man has a soul, capable of perceiv- 
ing, after death, the objects of the spiritual world, where is the 
difficulty of believing, that, for wise purposes, God, in his good- 
ness, has permitted that even during their lives, some individuals 
should have been so prepared for the transition,as to have had their 
spiritual eyes opened P We can see none. We can just as rea- 
dily believe it possible for a man to behold the spiritual world, 
during his life in the body, at this day, as we can in the days of 
Ezekiel, Isaiah, Daniel, St. Paul, and St. John; and if it be pos- 
sible, we can see no objection to a belief in revelation, at this 
period, except that which arises from a want of proper proof, as 
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to the credibility of the party. That the writings of Emanuel 
Swedenborg carry with them internal evidence of their truth, 
that their author, upon the score of character, learning, integrity, 
soun: intellect, and every other quality which would render his 
testimony entirely unobjectionable,. upon every point in accord- 
ance with the received notions of men, is most satisfactorily evi- 
dent to the receivers of the new dispensation; and yet, most of 
them have, probably, at some period of their lives, been as vio- 
lently opposed to the New Doctrines, and as strongly prejudic- 
edi against them, as any of those who now labour under the per- 
sua-ion that they are visionary. 

With respect to the following account, we shall merely say, 
that upon any matter of fact, of a nature not above the power of 
human testimony to establish, we believe that in his life time, the 
evidence of ‘Thomas Say would have been considered as entitle 
to the most implicit confidence ; and we understand that he con- 
tinued until his death, that is, for a period of seventy years, to 
assert the truth of his vision. 

In the year 1796, Dr. Benjamin Say, son of the subject of this 
article, and who was lately a representative in congress, from the 
city of Philadelphia, published a duodecimo volume, entitled 
‘¢ A short Compilation of the extraordinary Life and Writings of 
Thomas Say, in which is faithfully copied, from the original ma- 
nuscript, the uncommon Vision which he had when a young man.” 
From this work, the following extracts are made, which we sub- 
mit to our readers, without further comment. Ep. 


EXTRACTS. 






Speaking of his father, the author says, 

‘¢ He was born in the city of Philadelphia, Ninth month 16th, 
1709, old style, and nothing material occurred, which has come to 
my knowledge, until he was bound out as an apprentice to Wil- 
liam Robinson, to learn to be a saddler and harness-maker, in 
which, I have often heard him say, he was remarkably active ; 
very few of the trade, after he had acquired a complete know- 
ledge of it, were able to work with him, either with respect to 
neatness or facility. 

“His grand-father and his mother came from England with 
William Penn, and his father dying when he was five years old, 
his mother, after being a widow for a reasonable time, how long 
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i know not, married Benjamin Paschall, so that she became 
twice Paschall. 

«¢ His parents being of a religious turn of mind, gave him such 
instruction as they conceived might contribute to the establish- 
ment of a moral and religious character, to which he appeared 
scrupulously to adhere. His step-father Paschall and uncle Ro- 
binson, I think I have heard him say, belonged to the Episcopal 
church, in the principles of which he was therefore educated 5 
yet, notwithstanding this, he seemed to prefer the getting into 
stillness, and would, in consequence, often attend Friends meet- 
ings, where, he said, he frequently found spiritual comfort. His 
aunt often used all her influence, to endeavour to prevail upon 
him to continue his attention to the church, but without effect. 
He was united to the society of Friends when a young man. He 


*had an austere master, and one+who kept him very closely to 


work. He had a severe spell of the pleurisy, when about sixteen 
or seventeen years of age, in which he had the uncommon vision 
or trance, an account of which is contained in this book. « After 
he had served a faithful apprenticeship, and acquired a compe- 
tent knowledge of his profession, he commenced business in Wa- 
ter-street, where he was burned out. By his own industry he 
soon re-built his house, being exceedingly attentive to business, 
and was a pattern of sobriety to his day and generation. 

‘*He was remarkable for being executor to many estates, and 
guardian to a number of orphan children, to whom, I have fre- 
quently heard him say, he had been a faithful steward, and had 
nothing to reproach himself for; but, on the contrary, could re- 
trospect upon his past conduct with pleasure and satisfaction ; 
having also often visited the widows and the fatherless, in their 
afflictions, administering comfort and consolation to this slight- 
ed part of the community. 

‘¢ He was a zealous promoter and supporter of schools for the 
instruction of youth, black as well as white, believing that they 
were all equal in the Lord’s eyes, and that he does not distin- 
guish them for their colour, but agreeably to their virtues and 
the rectitude of their lives; and that although men make distinc- 
tions, yet it was necessary to furnish. the blacks with school- 
learning, that, by improving their understandings, they might 
mmake more valuable members of society, and be enabled to ac- 
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quire a knowledge of the scriptures of truth, by which they might 
establish a good moral and religious character. 

‘¢ He was, for several years, one of the committee appointed 
by the society of Friends, to attend the school for the instruction 
of blacks, which was under their direction, and of which board he 
also acted as treasurer. 

‘‘ He was likewise, for several years, one of the managers of 
the house of employment, at the commencement of that valuable 
institution ; where his persevering attention and acts of benevo- 
lence were manifestly afforded, and much contributed to its then 
eminence. 

‘¢ He was also one of the committee appointed to the care of 
the French neutrals, who flew to this city for refuge from Nova 
Scotia, about tlie year 1757; and although they had the small- 
pox amongst them, and he had two children, viz. myself and sis- 
ter, who had not had the disorder, yet he maintained his post 
with fidelity, and discharged his duty to them, with that degree 
of commiseration which designates the Christian. He, however, 
brought that formidable complaint home to his said children, by 
which he was so unfortunate as to lose his daughter. 

“He had a natural talent for medicine, and therefore, after 
he had acquired a small capital, by his industry in the business 


that he was educated in, he commenced apothecary and chemist, . 
in which he continued for several years. He often gave advice 


to the poor gratis, which frequently proved very useful to them ; 


indeed he performed many cures, which the learned professor 
would-not be ashamed to acknowledge. 


«‘ He was very humane and benevolent, frequently adminis- 
tering medical, pecuniary and religious aid to the poor and dis- 


-tressed, numbers of whom partook liberally of his beneficence. 


‘¢He was married to Susannah Catharine Sprogel, on the 
15th of the Sixth month, 1734, with whom he lived fifteen years 
in harmony and good understanding. She died in a very sudden 
manner; on the day of her death (Sabbath-day) as she was sit- 
ting at the table with him, she told him that she wished him not 
to go to meeting, as that would be the last day they would spend 
together ; he endeavoured to reason her out of it, but in vain ; 
he, however, yielded to her solicitations, and the sequel proved 
her to be right, for she died in a fit on that very day, which in. 
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deed was truly afflicting to him. He was left with four young 
children, having previously buried as many ; the particular care 
of whom devolved especially upon him, and being a remarkably 
fond and indulgent parent, they were much attached to him. 

«‘ He was remarkable for continuing, through his whole life, in 
the full possession of his mental faculties, and could, with great 
facility, recollect recent occurrences as well as those which took 
place in his youth; though the afflictions of his body wore down 
and debilitated his corporeal functions, insomuch that a constitu- 
tion, which otherwise appeared to be sufficient to calculate upon 
one hundred years of existence, was completely worn out short 
of eighty-seven years; yet this may be said to be a very advanc- 
ed age at this period of the world. 

‘He was a great enemy to Atheism and Deism: his argu- 
ments and reasonings were powerful, and, I believe, brought con- 
viction to the minds of many of those who had the pleasure of 
conversing with him thereon.” 


THE VISION. 





‘<I was apprentice to William Robinson. Many were the 
ways and methods I took, in order to get rid of my evil thoughts 
and melancholy meditations. I frequently used to stretch my- 
self along upon a bench, viewing and counting the stars; and if 
often arose in my mind, If there be no Divine Being, whence 
came those stars? And why ranked in such order? And who 
made all things? These serious and expostulatory meditations 
caused me to sigh deeply, and tears to flew down my cheeks, 
while my soul inwardly cried and said, Oh! if there be a God, 
let me know it before it be too late. At last I concluded, that 
to believe there was a God and a future state, and to strive to 
obey him, could not hurt me; but if I should die in a state of 
unbelief, and find a God, my state would be bad, nay, most 
miserable indeed. Here it pleased the Lord to work upon me 
according to the riches of his goodness, and under these consider- 
ations to beget a desire in me to know him, and a longing ‘to be 
reconciled to him, and he to me, At length he visited me with 
a sickness called the pleurisy (being about the age of sixteen or 
seventeen) in which [ continued for some time, in extreme an- 
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guish and torment, both of body and mind. Sometimes a smali 
glimmering hope of mercy seemed to revive me a little: at other 
times I was almost in despair. Thus I continued for nine days: 
the fifth and seventh days being exceeding thirsty, I cried out 
to my mother, and said, Oh! that I could get my thirst quench- 
ed for a moment, before I go hence, that I might enjoy a mo- 
ment’s happiness ; for I am afraid that if it is not quenched here, 
it will not be quenched hereafter: (so deplorable was the state 
of my soul at that time, expecting to die every moment.) My 
speaking in this manner, made my mother burst into tears, and 
say, Why speakest thou in this manner? If that is thy state, 
what will become of the world ? 

‘© None but God knew the distressed condition of my poor soul 
at that time. But here the Lord shewed me that he opens rivers 
in high places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys: that he 

» makes the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs 
of water, &c.* For the Lord’s anger end P eth but a moment, in 
his favour is life ; weeping may endure for a night, but joy com- 

_ eth in the morning.t Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the fires. 

For, he will swallow up death in victory ; and the Lord God will 
wipe away tears from off all faces, and the rebuke of his people 
shall he take away from off all the earth: for the ‘Lord hath 
spoken it.} 

«On the ninth day, between the hours of four and five, I fell 
into a trance, and so continued until about the hour of three or 
four the next morning. After my departure from the body (for 
I left the body) my father and mother, Susannah Robinson and 
‘others, who watched me, shook my body, felt for my pulse, and 

tried if they could discern any remains of life or breath in me; 
but found none. 

«¢ Some may be desirous to know, whether I was laid ‘out or 
not: I found myself, when I opened my eyes, laid on my back in 
my bed, as a corpse is on a board; and I was told, after I got 
better, the reason why they did not lay me on a board, was, be- 
cause my mother could not, at that time, find freedom to have it 
done: then they sent for Dr. Kearsley, who attended me, to have 
his opinion. When he came, he felt for my pulse and found 
none, nor any remains of life in me, as he told them; but as he 





* Isaiah xli. 18. + Psalm xxx. 5. + Isaiah xxiy. 15, and xxv. 8. 
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was going away,he returned again, and said, that something 
came into his mind to try further; he then desired somebody to 
get him a small looking-glass, which Catharine Souder, who lived 
with my father, procured ; the Doctor laid it on my mouth for a 
short time, then took it off, and there appéared on the glass a 
little moisture ; then the Doctor said to them, If he is not dead, 
I believe he is so far gone that I[ think he will never open his 
eyes again; but I would have you let him lay while he continues 
warm, and when he begins to grow cold, lay him out. 

«¢ This they told me, when I returned into the body; at which 
time I inquired, why so many sat up with me, not knowing that 
they thought me dead. Upon hearing me speak, they were all 
very much surprised, the second time I spoke, they all rose out 
of their chairs, and when I spoke the third time, they all came to 
me. My father and mother inquired, how it had been with me? 
I answered and said unto them, I thought I had been dead, and 
going to heaven; and after I left the body, I heard, as it were, 
the voices of men, women and children, singing songs of praises 
unto the Lord God and the Lamb, without intermission, which 
ravished my soul, and threw me into transports of joy. My soul 
was also delighted with most beautiful greens which appeared to 
me on every side, and such as never were seen in this world; 
through these I passed, being all clothed in white, and in my full 
shape, without the least prminuTion of parts. As I passed along 
towards a higher state of bliss, I cast my eyes upon the earth, 
which I saw plainly, and beheld three men (whom I knew) die. 
Two of them were white men, one of whom entered into rest, 
and the other was cast off. There appeared a beautiful transpa- 
rent gate opened; and as I and the one that entered into 
rest, came up to it, he stepped in; but as I was stepping in, 
I stepped into the body. When I recovered from my Trance, 
I mentioned both their names, at the same time telling how 
I saw them die, and which of them entered into rest, and 
which did not. I said to my mother, O that I had made one step 
further ; then I should not have come back again. After I told 
them what I had to say, I desired them to say no more to me, 
for I still heard the melodious songs of praises; and while I 
heard them, I felt no pain; but when they went from me, the 
pain in my side returned again, for which I was glad, heping 
every stitch would take me off, and longing for my final change. 
VOL. f. N 
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After I told them of the death of the three men, they sent to see 
if it was so; and when the messenger returned, he told them 
they were all dead, and died in the rooms, &c. as I told them ; 
upon hearing it, I fell into tears, and said, O Lord, I wish thou 
hadst kept me, and sent him back that was in pain; after which 
I soon recovered from my sickness. 

‘¢ The third was a negro, named Cuffe, belonging to the widow 
Kearny, whom I saw die in the brick kitchen, and when they 
were laying him ona board, his head fell out of their hands, 
when about six inches off the board; which I saw plainly, with 
the other circumstances of his.being laid out, &c. for, N. B. the 
walls were no hinderance to my sight. Though the negro’s 
body was black, yet the soul was clothed in white, which filled 
me with greater joy than before, as it appeared to me a token of 
his acceptance; which has brought to my mind that text of serip- 
ture, which says, Likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sin- 
ner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons 
which need no repentance.* And if joy over one sinner that re- 
penteth, what must there be over many ? 

‘¢ Though I was filled with more joy upon seeing the negro on 
his way to happiness, yet I was not permitted to see him fully 
enter into rest; but just as I thought myself about to enter into 
rest, [ came into the body again. 

«Some time after my recovery, the widow Kearny, the mis- 
tress of the negro man, sent for me, and inquired, whether | 

. thought the departed spirits knew one another P I answered in the 
affirmative, aud told her, that I saw her negro man die, whilst I 
was a corpse. She then asked me, Where did he die? I told 
her, in her brick kitchen, between the jamb of the chimney and 
the wall, and when they took him off the bed to lay him on the 
board, his head slipped out of their hands: she then said, so it 
did; and asked me, if I could tell her, where they laid him: I 
-informed her that they laid him between the back door and the 
street door: she said.she did not remember any thing of that; I 
told her he laid there whilst they swept under the window. 
where he was afterwards placed: she then said, she remembered 
it was so, and told me that she was satisfied, and had reason to 

believe, what she often thought, that it was so. 
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‘¢ These men, upon inquiry, were found to die at the very 
time I saw them; and all the circumstances of their death, were 
found to be as I related them. As some may be desirous to know 
how, and in what shape, those dead appeared to me; I would 
satisfy their desire, by telling them, that they appeared each in a 
complete body, which I take to be the spiritual body, separated 
from the earthly sinful body. They were also all clothed, the 
negro and the person who entered into rest, in white, and the 
other, who was cast off, had his garment somewhat white, but 
spotted. I saw also the body in which each lived when upon earth, 
and also how they were laid out; but my own body I did not 
see. The reason why I neither saw my own body, nor entered 
fully into rest, I take to be this, that my soul was not quite sepa- 
rated from my body, as the others were; though it was so far 
separated, as to see those things, and to hear the songs of praise 
before mentioned. 

‘¢ Now some may think that the dead know not each other; to 
whom I say, did not Dives know both Abraham and Lazarus. 
though afar off P”* 


—e 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Joseph Proud, to a member of 


the Church in Philadelphia, dated near Birmingham, England, 
December 9, 1816. 


‘¢ You will, my good friend, be gratified to hear that the doc- 
trines gain ground and spread in our United Kingdom of late, 
much more than some years past. I have a better opportunity, 
than many, of being acquainted with the success and progress of 
the cause in the kingdom, as by the general conference in 1815, 
I was chosen and appointed as the missionary minister, to visit 
the various societies in the different parts of the nation, to dis- 
seminate the doctrines, confirm and encourage the brethren, and 
establish other societies as the way might open. Consequently, 
by travelling, [ am enabled to gain information as to the success 


of the cause, and I rejoice to find that it is constantly upon the 
increase. | 


. * Luke xvi. 19, &e. 
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‘¢f am much pleased to hear that you have circulated so many 
books, relative to the New Church, and I wish I had it in my pow- 
er to send you a few copies of such as I have published ; but al- 
though I have printed about forty different works, they are all, 
or nearly so, out of print, having been disposed of a considerable 
time since. You do well, my dear friend, in circulating such 
works as are calculated to open the eyes of men, to perceive 
truth, and lead them to the knowledge of Jesus Christ, as the 
only God, and to the infinitely important doctrines of the present 
dispensation.” 


Extract of a letier from a gentleman in London, dated Decem- 
ber 10, 1816. 


«¢ A vessel immediately sailing for New York, I am eager, on the 
part of our societies, tv express to you the great delight you have 
afforded them, by your last most interesting communication, and 
at the same time to return their humble and grateful acknowledg- 
ments to the InrinireE Bestower of every blessing, who has 
thus permitted them, to be the happy instruments of disseminat- 
ing the knowledge of the Eternal Truth. Your intelligence was, 
indeed, of the most gratifying nature, and proves by the living 
energy which actuates your proceedings, for the eternal welfare 
of others, that there is a powerful descent of Heavenly Princi- 
ples in your hemisphere, and that your society has connected it- 
self with them, for the promotion of this most glorious and sa- 
cred of all designs. I trust we shall catch a spark of your hea- 
venly fire, and that you will receive with this, the books, accord- 
ing to your order; so that we shall not have to reproach our- 
selves with delay, but be as eager in this great cause. to give, 
as you can be to receive. 

«© We fully agree with your proposal of an exchange, between 
the « New Jerusalem Church Repository,”’ and The Intellec- 
tual.’ In my next, I will give you every information of the 
portrait (of Emanuel Swedenborg) which you are desirous 
to possess.” C.A. T. 
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Extract of a letter from the secretary of the London society, 
for printing and publishing the writings of Emanuel Swe- 
denborg, dated December 13, 1816. 


‘¢ The reason why more of “The Arcana” were not sent last 
winter, was owing to the sixth volume of that work being out of 
print. It is only now just published by the Manchester So- 
ciety. Most probably Mr. T. will have informed you, in his let- 
ter, of the delightful sensation, felt by our committee, on hear- 
ing read your letters, to him, of the Ist and 2ist of October. 
They rejoice most sincerely in the blessed and happy prospect 
that is now dawning on the western world, and most sincerely 
congratulate yourself, and worthy colleagues, on the unexpected 
success which has attended the first rich cargo, they sent to you 
for the supply of the United States. 

‘¢Mr. T. may also have mentioned to you, that Mr. Clowes’ 
translation of * Heaven and Hell’ is only now going to be put 
to press by our society. Mr. Clowes’ new works, of which you 
were informed, in a former letter, are none of them yet printed. 
We have, however, sent you a few copies of two small works, 
by Mr. Hindmarsh, viz. “ Remarks on the Holy League,” and 
‘‘ Compendium of the New Church Doctrines.”” We have, also, 
selected a few of Mr. Proud’s works, but his first course of lec- 
tures is quite out of print. In order to have your opinion of our 
fine copies, of some of the works, we have taken the liberty to 
enclose a copy or two of each, say “Intercourse between soul 
and body,” The Heavenly Doctrine,” and “ Divine Love and 
Wisdom.” 

“As a specimen, we have sent you six prints of Emanuel 
Swedenborg, engraved from a drawing, taken at an early period 
of his life. At some future opportunity, we could obtain and send 
you another small print, engraved from a painting, done at a 
later period, if you think proper to have a few copies of it. We 
are rejoiced to find that you are about to add to your already 
important labours, by undertaking a quarterly periodical work. 

We shall take care to give publicity to your prospectus, and 
have no doubt, of obtaining several subscribers in this country.” 
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AMERICAN EDITIONS OF NEW CHURCH WORKS. 





As one of the leading objects of the establishment of this jour- 
| nal, was to record particulars, relative to the introduction and 
progress of the New Jerusalem Dispensation in the United States, 
| we would be much gratified to receive from our friends at a dis- 
tance, such details as would assist us in our design. The follow- 
ing catalogue is believed to comprise all the New Church works, 
| which have been published in this country, prior to the year 1815. 
| Those which have appeared since that period, have been enume- 
rated in the Report of «« The American Society for disseminating 
the doctrines of the New Jerusalem Church,” published in the 
first number of this Repository. Should our list be incomplete, 
| we will thank our correspondents to point out the omissions. 
1, A Summary View of the Doctrines. Pamphlet, Philadet- 
phia, 1787, Francis Bailey, printer. 
2. True Christian Religion. 2 vols. octave, Philadelphia, 1789, 
F. Bailey. ? 
3. Liturgy and Hymns, Rey. J. Proud’s collection. Duode- 
cimo, Baltimore, 1792, S. & J. Adams. 
4. Angelic Wisdom concerning Divine Love. 1 vol. octavo, 
Boston, 1794. 
5. Treatise on Influx. Duodecimo, Boston, 1794. 


6. Doctrine concerning the Lord. Duodecimo, Boston, 1795. 











7. Doctrine of the Sacred Scriptures. Duodecimo, Boston, f 
1795. 

8. The Heavenly Doctrines of the New Jerusalem. Duodeci- 
mo, Boston, 1795. ‘ 

9. Dialogues between Sophron and Philadelphus, upon the sub- ; 
ject of the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg. Duodecimo, Bos- ' 
ton, 1795. ‘ 

10. Aphorisms of Wisdom, consisting chiefly of extracts from 
the works of Emanuel Swedenborg. Duodecimo, Boston, 1795. 


11. Angelic Wisdom concerning Divine Providence. 1 vol. 
octavo, Boston, 1796, : 
12. Conjugial Love. 1 large octavo volume, Philadelphia, : 
1796, F. Bailey. 
13. Heaven and Hell. 1 volume octavo, Baltimore, 1812, 
A. Miltenberger. 
14. Select Sermons of the Rev. J. Clowes. 1 vol. duodecimo. 
Vew York, 1815. 
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The works printed by Mr. Bailey were undertaken upon his 
own account and risk; and to the individual enterprise and zeal 
of that venerable gentleman, who still lives amongst us, the 
Church is indebted for much of her increase. Those published 
at Boston, and which were printed by T. W. Folsom and J. B. 
& T. Andrews, were at the individual charge and risk of the late 
worthy Mr. William Hill, who, in addition to the expenditure of 
large sums, for the promotion of the cause of the Church, devoted 
his talents, and a vast portion of his time, to her service. He 
translated «* The Apocalypse Explained,” from the original Latin 
of Emanuel Swedenborg, an entire copy of which was made out 
by Mr. Daniel Thuun, and transmitted, after the death of Mr. 
Hill, to England, where it has been published, in si.v volumes 
actavo. 


a 


NEW CHURCH MAGAZINES. 


The following is a list of the periodical works, which have 
been established in England and America, for the propagation of 
the doctrines of the New Jerusalem Dispensation. 

i. The New Jerusalem Magazine, monthly, London, com- 
menced in January, 1790, and continued until June, following, 
six numbers, with an Appendix. 

2. Magazine of Knowledge, monthly, London, commenced in 
April, 1790, and continued until October, 1791, twenty numbers. 

S. New Jerusalem Journal, no fixed period of publication, 
London, commenced in January, 1792, and ended in September 
of same year, ten numbers. 

4. The Aurora, monthly, London, commenced May, 1799, and 
ended in April, 1801, twenty-five numbers. 

5. The Halcyon Luminary, monthly, New York, commenced 
January, 1812, and ended in December, 1815, twenty-four num- 
bers. ’ 

6. The Intellectual Repository, quarterly, London, commenced 
in January, 1812, and continued to the present time. Twenty 
numbers have appeared. 

7. The New Jerusalem Church Repository. quarterly, Phila- 
delphia, commenced in January, 1817. 
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EXTRACTS 
FROM THE WRITINGS OF EMANUEL SWEDENBORG. 





ON THE PRIDE OF HUMAN REASON. 


‘«‘ A desire to search into the mysteries of faith, by means of 
things sensual and scientific, was not only the cause of the fall, or 
decline of the most ancient Church, viz. of the generation which 
succeeded, and which is treated of in the following chapter, but 
it is also the cause of the fall, or decline, of every Church; for 
hence come not only falsities, but also evils of life. 

“* The worldly and corporeal man saith in his heart, “If I am 
not instructed concerning faith, and the things relating to faith, 
by things of sense, so that I may see them, or by things of sci- 
ence, so that I may understand them, I will not believe ;”’ and he 
confirmeth himself in his incredulity by this persuasion, that na- 
tural things cannot be contrary to spiritual things; wherefore he 
is desirous of being instructed from things of sense concerning 
things celestial and divine ; which is as impossible as it is for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle; the more he desires to 
grow wise from such a ground, the more he blinds himself, till at 
length he cometh to believe nothing, not even the existence of any 
thing spiritual, or of eternal life; this is a necessary consequence 
of the principles which he layeth down ; and this is to eat of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, which causeth a greater 
death the more a man eateth thereof. But whoso wisheth to grow 
wise by a wisdom not derived from the world, but from the Lord, 
he saith in his heart that he ought to believe in the Lord, that is, 
in the things which the Lord spake in the Word, because they 
are truths; and this is the principle by which he governs his 
thoughts, and then he confirmeth himself in such belief by things 
rational, scientific, sensual, and natural, and removeth from his 
mind whatever doth not tend to such confirmation. 

‘‘It is in every one’s power to see, that man is governed by the 
principles he receiveth, be they ever so false, and that all science 
and reasoning favour such principles, inasmuch as innumerable 
. things are ready to engage the assent, and thus confirm the mind 
in what is false ; wherefore, if it be a received principle that no- 
thing is to be believed before it is seen and understood, a person 
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under the government of such a principle cannot possibly believe, 
inasmuch as spiritual and celestial things are incapable of being 
seen with the eyes, or conceived in the imagination. But the 
true order is, that man be wise with a wisdom derived from the 
Lord, that is, from His Word, in which case all things are in a 
right course, and then also he is enlightened in things rational 
and scientific; for man is never forbid to learn the sciences, 1n- 
asmuch as they contribute to the use and delight of life; nor is 
he forbid, in case he be under the influence of faith, to think and 
speak as the learned do in the world, but then he must be guided 
by this principle, to believe the Word of the Lord, and to con- 
firm spiritual and celestial truths by natural truths, in terms fa- 
miliar to the learned world, as far as lies in his power; where- 
fore, his principle must be derived from the Lord, and not from 
himself; it being life according to the former derivation, but 
death according to the latter. 

* In old time, they were called serpents, who trusted to things 
of sense more than to things revealed; the case is worse at this 
day, inasmuch as there are persons now, who not only believe no- 
thing unless they see and feel it, but also who confirm themselves 
in such unbelief by scientifics unknown to the ancients, and thus 
occasion in themselves a much greater blindness: in order that 
it may be known how they,.who form conclusions respecting 
things celestial from things sensual, scientifical, and philosophi- 
cal, blind themselves, so that they can afterwards see and hear 
nothing, and are not only deaf serpents, but also flying serpents, 
whichare much more pernicious, and are likew:se frequently spok- 
en of inthe Word; let us take an instance from what they believe 
concerning spirit: the sensual man, or he who only believeth his 
senses, denieth the existence of spirit, because he doth not see 
it; itis nothing, saith he, because I am not sensible of it; what 
I see and touch, that | am persuaded hath existence. The sci- 
entific man, or he who formeth his conclusions from the sciences, 
saith within himself, What is spirit but a casual vapour or heat, 
or some other term appertaining to science, which vanisheth, as 
soon as such vapour or heat are extinguished ? have not other 
animals their bodies, senses, and something analogous to reason, 
yet we pronounce them mortal, and the spirit of man immortal ? 
thus he reasoneth himself into a denial of the existence of spi- 
rit. In like manner, philosophical men, who wish to have more 
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t discernment than others, speak of spirit in terms, which they 
themselves are unacquainted with, as is evident from their dis- 
puting about them, contending that not a single expression is ap- 
plicable to spirit, which is at all grounded in any thing material, 
organical, or extended; thus they remove it from their ideas in 
such a manner, that it entirely vanisheth in respect to them, and 
becometh a mere nothing. Nevertheless the wiser sort of these 
philosophers assert spirit to be a thinking principle, but in their 
reasonings about this thinking principle, in consequence of sepa- 
rating it from the idea of substantiality, they at length conclude 
that it must needs vanish when the body dies. Thus all, who 
ground their reasonings in mere sensual, scientific, and philoso- 
phical principles, deny the existence of spirit, and in so doing 
they become altogether incredulous as to whatever is asserted 
in relation to spirit and spiritual things. Not so the simple 
in heart; if they are questioned concerning the existence of 
spirit, they declare their unfeigned belief therein, because the 
Lord hath said that they should continue to live after death ; 
thus they do not extinguish their rational [principle,] but cause 
it to live by the Word of the Lord. 

“To explore the mysteries of faith by scientifics is as impossi- 
ble as for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, or as for a 
rib-bone to enter into and direct the most pure fibrils which com- 
pose the breast and heart; so crass and much more crass is the 
sensual aad scientific [ principle} in respect to the spiritual and 
celestial: He who desires to investigate only the hidden things 
of nature, which are innumerable, with difficulty discovers a sin- 
ele.one, and in the course of his investigation is liable to fall in- 
to many errors, as experience teacheth; and how much more 
likely is this to be the case, in investigating the hidden things of 
spiritual and celestial lite, wheve myriads of mysteries exist for 
one that is to ke found in invisible nature! For the sake of ilJus- 
trating this point let us take the following instance; man of him- 
self cannot do otherwise than commit evil, and turn himself away 
from the Lord: yet it is not man who doeth this, but the evil 
spirits who are attendant on him ; nor do the evil spirits do it, but 
the evil itself which they have appropriated to themselves ; ne- 
vertheless man doeth evil, and turneth himself away from the 
Lord, and is in fault; and yet he doth not live but from the Lord. 
“py on the other hand, man of himself cannot possibly do good, 
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and turn himself to the Lord, but by the angels ; nor can the an- 
gels do this, but the Lord Alone; and yet man may as of him- 
self do good, and turn himself to the Lord; That this is really 
the case, neither the senses, nor science, nor philosophy can con- 
ceive, cr apprehend, and therefore if they are consulted as to the 
truth of such propositions, they reject and deny them, when ne- 
vertheless in themselves they are most true; and thus it is also 
in all other cases respecting things spiritual and celestial. Hence 
it is evident, that they who consult the things of sense and sci- 
ence concerning matters of faith, not only precipitate themselves 
into doubt, but also into denial, that is, into darkness, and in con- 
sequence of such darkness, into every sort of lust and concu- 
piscence; for whilst they believe what is false, they also do what 
1s false ; and whilst they believe that no such thing existeth as 
what is spiritual and celestial, they believe at the same time that 
nothing existeth but what is corporeal and worldly; thus they 
come to love whatever relateth to themselves and the world, and 
consequently immerse themselves in all the lusts and evils that 


originate in false opinions.” 
Arcana Celestia, 127, 128, 129, 196, 235. 


ON THE APPEARANCES OF TRUTH. 


Ind it repented Jehovah that He made man on the earth, and 
it grieved Him at His heart. That he repented, signifies mer- 
cy: That he grieved at the heart, has a like signification: To 
repent, respecteth wisdom; to grieve at the heart respecteth 
love. 

‘ That by Jehovah’s repenting that he made man upon the 
earth is signified mercy, and that his grieving at heart has a like 
signification, is evident from this circumstance, that Jehovah 
never repents, because He foresees all and every thing from eter- 
nity; and when he made man, that is, created him anew, and 
perfected him till he became celestial, he also foresaw, that in 
process of time he would be reduced to the state here described, 
and therefore he could not repent: This appears very plain from 
what Samuel said, « The invincible One of Israel doth not lie, 
nor repent, for He is not a man that he should repent,” 1 Sam. 
xv. 29. And in Moses, “ God is not a man that He should lie. 
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shall He not do; or hath He spoken, and shall He not make it 
good” Numb. xxiii. 19. But to repent signifies to be merciful : 
The mercy of Jehovah or of the Lord, implies all and every 
thing done by the Lord towards mankind, who are in sucha state, 
that the Lord pitieth them, and each one according to his state ; 
thus He pitieth the state of him whom He permitteth to be pun- 
ished, and him also to whom he granteth to enjoy good: It is of 
mercy to be punished, because mercy turneth all the evil of pun- 
ishment into good; and it is of mercy to grant the enjoyment 
of good, because no one meriteth any thing that is good ; for all 
mankind are evil, and of themselves are every one of them rush- 
ing headlong into hell, wherefore it is a mercy that they are de- 
livered thence ; nor is it any thing but mercy, inasmuch as the 
Lord hath no need of any man: Mercy hath it’s name from this 
circumstance of it’s delivering man from miseries and from hell, 
thus it is called mercy in respect to mankind, as being in such a 
state of misery, and is the effect of love towards all, because 
they are in such a state. 

‘‘ But repentance and grief of heart are predicated of the 
Lord, inasmuch as such affections appear to be in all human mer- 
cy, wherefore what is said here of the Lord’s repenting and griev- 
ing, is spoken according to appearance, as is the case in various 
other passages in the Word: What the mercy of ‘the Lord is, 
none can know, because it infinitely transcendeth the under- 
standing of man; but what the mercy of man is, man knoweth, 
viz. that it is to repent and grieve; and unless man was to form 
his ideas of mercy and other affections, according to his own ap- 
prehension of their qualities, it would be impossible for him to 
have any conception at all about them, and of consequence he 
could never receive instruction ; and this is the reason why hu- 
man properties are often predicated concerning the attributes of 
Jehovah, or the Lord, as that Jehovah or the Lord punisheth, 
leadeth into temptation, cestroyeth; is angry, when yet the truth 
is, that He never punisheth any one, never leadeth any into 
temptation, never destroyeth any, and is never angry; where- 
fore since such things are predicated of the Lord, it follows, that 
repentance also and grief must be predicated of Him, for the pre- 
dication of the one is a consequence of the predication of the 
other, as plainly appears from these passages in the Word, “ Mine 
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anger shall be accomplished, I will cause My wrath to rest, and 
it shall repent Me,” v. 13. Where because anger and wrath are 
predicated of Jehovah, repentance is also predicated: So in Zecha- 
riah, “ When I thought to do evil, when your fathers provoked 
Me to wrath, saith Jehovah of Hosts, and I repented not, so again 
in these days will I think to do good to Jerusalem, and to the 
house of Judah,” viii. 14, 15. Where it is said that Jehovah 
thought to do evil, when yet He never thinketh to do evil to any 
one, but to do good to all and every one. So in Moses, when he 
besought the faces of Jehovah, Return from the wrath of Thine 
anger and repent of this evil against Thy people; and Jehovah 
repented of the evil which He spake to do unto His people,” Exod. 
xxii. 12. 14. In this passage also wrath of anger is attributed to 
Jehovah, and consequently repentance: So the king of Niniveh 
saith in Jonah, “* Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and 
turn away trom the wrath of his anger, that we perish not ?” 
Where in like manner repentance is predicated because anger is 
predicated. So in Hosea, * Mine heart is turned upon me, My 
repentings are kindled at the same time, I will not execute the 
wrath of mine anger,’ xi. 8,9. Where in like manner it is said 
of the heart, that repentings were kindled, as it is here said that 
He grieved at heart. Repentings evidently signify much mercy : 
To the same purport in Joel, « Turn ye to Jehovah your God, for 
He is gracious and merciful, long suffering, and abundant in mer- 
cy, and repenteth Him of the evil,” ti. 13. Where also it is very 
evident, that to repent signifies mercy. So in Jeremiah, “If so 
be they will hearken, and turn every man from his evil way, that 
I may repent Me of the evil,” xvi. 3. Where to repent signifies 
to be merciful. Again in the same prophet, “ If that nation turn 
from their evil, I will repent of the evil,” xviii. 8. Where also 
to repent signifies to be merciful, in case they would turn them- 
selves; for itis man who turneth away from himself the mer- 
cy of the Lord, and not the Lord who turneth himself away 
from man. * 

‘¢ From these and several other passages of the Word it may 
be manifest, that what is said therein is spoken according to ap- 
pearances in man, wherefore whosoever is disposed to confirm 
false principles by appearances, according to which the Word is 
written, may do so in innumerable instances: But there is a dif- 
ference between confirming false principles by passages from the 
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Word, and believing in simplicity what is spoken in the Word : 
he who confirmeth false principles, first assumeth some principle 
of his own, from which he is unwilling to depart, and whose au- 
thority he is determined, at all events, to support, for which pur- 
pose he collects and accumulates corroborating proofs from every 
quarter, consequently from the Word, till he is so througlily self- 
persuaded with regard thereto, that he can no longer see the 
truth ; but whosoever in simplicity, or out of a simple heart, be- 
lieveth what is spoken in the Word, he doth not first assume 
principles of his own, but thinketh what is spoken to be true, be- 
cause the Lord spake it; and in case he be instructed as to the 
right understanding thereof, by what is spoken in other parts of 
the Word he instantly acquiesceth, and in his heart rejoiceth : 
nay, even supposing a person through simplicity to believe that 
the Lord is wrathful, that he punisheth, repenteth, grieveth, &c. 


whereby he is refrained from evil, and led to do good, such belief 


is not at all hurtful to him, inasmuch as it leadeth him to believe 
also, that the Lord seeth all things both generally and particular- 
ly, and when he is principled in such belief, he is afterwards ca- 
pable of being enlightened in other points of faith, at least in ano- 
ther life, if not before: the case is different with those who are 
self-persuaded, in consequence of pre-conceived principles, and 
who are rivetted in the belief thereof, through the pernicious in- 
fluence of selfish and worldly love.” 
Arcana Celestia, 586 to 589. 


ASSESSOR SWEDENBORG’S REPLY 
TO 
DR. EKEBON’S DEPOSITION ; 
Delivered to the Consistory, at Gottenburg, 22d March, 1769. 
Dr. Ekebon’s reflections have been communicated to me, which 
ne delivered in the Consistory, relative to the doctrines of the 


New Church, which have been declared to the world in the Doc- 
trines of the New Jerusalem, and the Apocalypse Revealed, by 
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our Saviour Jesus Christ, through me, His servant; and, foras- 
much as I find, that the Doctor’s reflections are full of reproaches 
against me, as well as occasionally laden with untruths, I deem 
it too prolix to reply particularly to them, especially as I per- 
ceive they have been written by a person, who gives no bridle to 
his tongue, and who has no eyes in his forehead, to be able to see 
what is to be found in those writings, conformable to the Word 
of God, and to an enlightened understanding ; such are the cha- 
racters whom our Lord describes in Matt. chap. xiil. verses 153, 
14, 15. I shall only notice the following words from the Doctor’s 
reflections, ** That this doctrine is in the highest degree heretical, 
and in points the most tender to every Christian, Socinian.” ‘This 
doctrine cannot be called heretical, forasmuch as in it is acknow- 
ledged and confirmed, I. The Divine Trinity, see the Doctrine 
of the New Jerusalem concerning the Lord, n. 55, seq. and the 
Apocalypse Revealed, No. 961, 962. II. The Sanctity of the 
Holy Scripture, especially as to its literal sense, see the Doctrine 
of the New Jerusalem concerning the Sacred Scriptures, n. 27, 
seq. n. 37, seq. n. 50, seq. and in the Apocalypse Revealed, n. 
200, 898, 911. ILI. 4 Christian Life, see the Doctrine of Life 
for the New Jerusalem, from the Precepts of the Decalogue, from 
the beginning to the end. IV. The Union of Faith and Charity, 
see the Apocalypse Revealed, m various places; and, V. That a 
faith in God must be directed towards our Saviour, according to 
His own delaration ; John, chap. ili. verses 15, 165; chap. vi. verse 
40; chap. xi. verses 25, 26; chap. xx. verse 31; and especially, 
John, chap. iii. verses 35, 56; and Colos. chap. ik verse 9. Like- 
wise from the Formula Concordie, * That in Jesus Christ, God 
is Man, and Man is God,” page 607, 762, 763, 765, 840, seq. 
‘That His human nature has been exalted to the divine power 
and majesty,” page 357, seq. 607, 608, seq. 774, 833, seq. 844, . 
847, 852, 861, 863, 869.“ That unto Jesus Christ was given all 
power in Heaven and Earth,”’ page 775, 776, 780, 833. * That 
also as to His Human nature, he fills all things by His immediate 
presence,” pages 537, 375, 600, 608, 611, 758, 768, 783, 784, 785, 
786. App. 149, 150, with many more passages: see the edition, 
Leipsic, 1765. Agreeably to these references, and in obedience 
to what the Lord Himself teaches in John, chap. xiv. verse 16, 
faith in God must be directed towards the Saviour Himself. From 
this alone, if may be concluded, how undeservedly and bare 
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facedly this doctrine has been attacked with such opprobious lan- 
guage, and that it could not have been said by a man of a sound 
heart, * That it is full of the most intolerable fundamental er- 
rors, seducing, heretical, captious, and in the highest degree to be 
rejected.”’ This flood of blasphemy is poured out upon the world, 
although the Doctor allows, in his reflections, n. 2, that he never 
read my writings, in the following words :-—* I do not know As- 
sessor Swedenborg’s religious system, nor shall I take pains to 
come at the knowledge of it. I was told that it may chiefly be 
learned from the following works, which he has published, viz. 
concerning the New Jerusalem, concerning Faith, and concern- 
ing the Lord ; works which I do not possess, neither have I read 
or seen them.” Is not this to be blind in the forehead, but to 
have eyes behind, and even these covered with a film? To see 
and judge of writings in such a manner, and in such like terms, 
can any secular or ecclesiastical judge regard otherwise than as 
criminal ? ‘The book entitled, the Doctrine of the New Church, 
mentioned by the Doctor, may be had at Gottenburg, so that if 
he had pleased, he might have had a sight of it. The Doctor blas- 
phemes likewise the spiritual sense of the Word, which our Sa- 
viour at this time has given to be revealed, as if the same blas- 
phemies would prove a hinderance to the Sacred Scriptures, 
which, even according to his decision, still continue to contain 
the principles of the knowledge of faith, religion, and the revealed 
theology ; although, in the Doctrine of the New Jerusalem con- 
cerning the Sacred Scriptures, it is fully shewn and demonstrat- 
ed, 1. That the sense of the letter of the Word is the basis, con- 
tinent, and feundation of its spiritual sense, n. 27 to 36. II. That 
the divine truth, in the sense of the letter of the Word, is in its 
fulness, its sanctity, and its power, n. 37 to 49. ILL. That the 
doctrine of the church is to be deduced from the literal sense of 
the Word, and to be confirmed thereby, n. 50 to 61. IV. That 
by the literal sense of the Word, there is a conjunction with the 
Lord, and consociation with the angels, n. 62 to 68; and further 
concerning the spiritual sense of the Word, and its invaluable 
uses, n. 5 to 26, and Apocalypse Revealed, n. 200, 898, 911, and 
in a thousand other places. Respecting the other point, namely, 
the charging those doctrines with Socinianism, the same is a hor- 
rid blasphemy and untruth; forasmuch as Socinianism signifies a 
negation of the divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, when in fact 
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His divinity, in this doctrine of the New Church, is principally 
confirmed and proved, and that the Saviour has so fully completed 
the reconciliation and redemption of man, that without His com- 
ing no man could have been saved, see Apoc. Rev. n. 67, and in 
many other places, in consequence whereof, I consider the word 
Socinian to be a scoffing, and a diabolical reviling. This, with 
the rest of the Doctor’s reflections, may be considered in the 
same sense as the flood, which the dragon cast out of his mouth 
after the woman, that he might cause her to be swallowed up by 
the flood, during the time that she was yet in the wilderness, 
Apocalypse, chap. xii. 15. And it may come to pass, that the 
same which is mentioned in verse 17, may likewise take place, 
‘and the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make 
war with the remnant of her seed, who kept the commandments 
of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” That the New 
Jerusalem signifies the New Church, which is to be the bride and 
the wife of the Lamb, see Apocalypse Revealed, n. 880, 881 ; and 
that this same church, undoubtedly, is coming, because the Lord 
Himself has predicted it, Apocalypse chap. xxi. and xxii; see 
likewise Zechariah, chap. xiv. verses 7, 8,9; and in the last chap- 


| . ter of the Apocalypse, in these words, « I Jesus, have sent mine 
angel, to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the 
root and race of David, the bright and morning star; and the 
spirit and the bride say come, and let him who heareth say come, 
+ and let him who is willing receive the water of life, gratis.” 


verses 16, 17. 


EMAN. SWEDENBORG. 


* Amsterdam, April 15, 1769. 


P. 8. I request this letter may be delivered to the venerable 
Consistory, and a copy of it to the Right Reverend Bishop. 


N. B. The then Bishop Erie Lamberg, President of the Con- 
sistory, was at that time at a diet, in Norrkoeping. 
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ASSESSOR SWEDENBORG’S SECOND LETTER, 


IN REPLY TO DR. EKEBON’S DEPOSITION. 


Before I set out on my journey to Paris, which I purpose to de 
next week, I think proper to make the following addition to my 
foregoing reply to Dr. Ekebon’s reflections. It was said therein, 
that I have written, first, that the Holy Scriptures have hitherto 
been ill and sinistrously explained, Apoc. Rev. n. 1. which is 
entirely untrue, as. there is nothing of the kind to be found in the 
passage quoted. Secondly, that there is no satisfaction given for 
the sins of the world, which is also entirely untrue. Thirdly, 
that Trail at justification by faith alone. ‘This is true, I allow, 
because faith alone is faith separated from charity, or from good 
works, and faith separated from charity has been rejected by the 
imperial judgment at Stockholm, and afterwards by the univer- 
sity at Upsal, and probably likewise by those at Lund and Abo. 
—The Doctor is determined not to know, that good works, which 
are said freely and spontaneously to follow faith, and are called 
the fruits of faith, the works of the Spirit, and the works of grace, 
and which are performed in a state of justification, have, agree- 
ably to the Formula Concordiez, no connection with faith, and 
accordingly do not contribute at all to salvation: nay, that it 
would be detrimental, if they should combine and mix themselves 
with faith, and that which is without connection, is in itself sepa- 
rate. Among the quotations from the Formula Concordie, con- 
cerning the Divinity of Christ, there are some numbers, in my 
former reply, erroneously set down, viz, 337, 375, ought to be 
737, 775, for which reason I adjoin herewith a more distinct and 
copious extract from the Formula Concordiz, from the Leipsic 
edition, 1756, as follows: “ That in Christ God is man and man 
God, page 607,765. That Christ, true God and man, is in one in- 
divisible person, and abideth to eternity, page 600, 762, 763, 840.” 
« That Christ, as to the human nature, has been raised to the 
omnipotent power of God, forasmuch as He was sucH A MAN 
that the human nature had so close, and so ineffable an union 
and communion with the Son of God, as to become One Person, 
see page 607. That Christ’s human nature has been exalted to 
the Divine Majesty and Power, is known from the Council of 
Ephesus, and Chalcedon: next, from the fathers, as Athanasius, 
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Augustin, Chrysostom, Eusebius, Cyril, Eustachius, Gregory, 
Epiphaniu | Theedoret, Basil the Great, Theophylact, Hilary, 
Origen, Nicephorus, Nyssenius, Virgilius Leo, see page 840, 878. 
It is also confirmed from the Word, in many places, see pages 
608, 844, 847, 852, 861, 863, 869. That Christ’s human nature 
has received the most excellent, the greatest and supernatural 
properties, and the celestial prerogatives of majesty, strength, 
and power, page 774. Moreover, the spirit of all wisdom, page 
781. That Christ operateth in, with, and through, both natures, 
and through the human, as by the organ of Deity, see page 773, 
779, 847. ‘That this takes place by the hypostatic union, glori- 
fication, and exaltation, page 774,779. That in the state of hu- 
miliation, He emptied Himself, and did not put forth and mani- 
fest that majesty always, but when it seemed good to Him, until 
He put off the form of a servant, after the resurrection, and en- 
tered into the very Divine Glory and Majesty, see pages 608, 
764, 767. That by virtue of the hypostatic union, He wrought 
miracles, even in the state of exinanition, see pages 166, 767. 
That Christ is our Redeemer, Mediator, Head, High Priest, and 
King, as to both natures, page 773. That Christ was essentially 
exalted to the right hand of God, according to His human nature, 
page 608. That He is at the right hand of God, that He hath 
risen above all the heavens, and actually filleth all things, and 
ruleth every where, not only as God, but also as man, as the pro- 
phets have prophesied concerning Him, into the possession of 
which he actually came, according to the Human nature, page 
768. That the right hand of God is every where, and that Christ 
according to- His humanity governs all things by His presence, 
and holdeth all things under His feet, see page 600. That through 
the unity of the person were given to Christ, as to the human 
nature, majesty, glory, omnipotence, and omniscience, with the 
most inward dominion of all things, see pages 757, 608, 834. 
App. page 147, 148. That Christ, by the personal union and ex- 
altation according to the flesh, being seated at the right hand of 
God, received all power in heaven and upon earth, 833. ‘That 
Christ, even according to the human nature, has all power in the 
heavens and the earth, see p. 775,779. This is confirmed by 
passages from the Scriptures, see page 775, 776, 780. That 
Christ, according to the human nature, is omnipotent, see page 3, 
10, 611, 768, 783, 785. App. page 150. That the regal office of 
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Christ is this, that as God-Man, in both natures, as King and 
Lord of heaven and earth, He might govern, by His most pre- 
sence, all things in the kingdom of power, grace, and glory, see 
page 787, 876. App. page 149. That the flesh of Christ is vivi- 
fying, and that Christ possesses the power of vivifying according 
to the human nature, see page 6, 776, 777, 783. App. 152. That 
Christ, according to both natures, is to be adored and worshipped, 
agreeably to the Augsburg Confession, see page 276. App. 151. 
That Christ overcame the devil, hell, and damnation, see pages 
767, 613, 614, 788. App. 150. Should double the number of 
quotations from the Formula Concordiz be required, concerning 
the person of Christ, as well as concerning justification by faith 
alone, they shall be produced the next opportunity. 


EMAN. SWEDENBORG. 
Amsterdam, May 22nd, 1769. 


P. 8. This original letter, or a copy thereof, please to deliver 
to the venerable Consistory; it might also be proper, that the 
Right Reverend Bishop should have one presented to him. 


CEREMONY 
Of the Dedication of the New Jerusalem Temple, in Philadelphia. 


Agreeably to the promise contained in the first number of the 
Repository, we now proceed to lay’before our readers a brief ac- 
count of the ceremony of consecrating the New Jerusalem Tem- 
ple, in the city of Philadelphia, which was performed by the Re- 
verend John Hargrove, minister of the New Jerusalem Church in 
Baltimore, assisted by the Reverend Maskell M. Carll, of Phila- 
del phia. ; 

On the morning of the first of January, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and seventeen, the members of the congregation, together 
with a number of strangers, convened, for the purpose of wit- 
nessing the interesting ceremony. At the usual hour of morning 
worship, the people being assembled, the officiating and assistant 
ministers, clothed in appropriate garments, entered the temple, 
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reading alternate verses of the twenty-fourth Psalm. A hymn, 
adapted to the occasion, was then sung; after which, the follow- 
ing address and prayer were delivered by the officiating minister : 


‘¢ Dearly beloved in the Lord, 


‘¢ Forasmuch as divine order requireth that houses, or temples, 
should be erected, for the public service of God, and separated 
from all common and profane uses, in order that our minds may 
be filled with greater reverence for the glorious majesty of hea- 
ven, our hearts affected with more solemn devotion, and a deeper 
sense of the Divine Presence ; and that in our humble worship, 
there may be a fulness of conjunction with our Great Creator ; 
(which pious works have ever been graciously approved by Him)— 

‘* Therefore we are met together here this day, in His name 
and holy fear, to set apart and dedicate this house, in solemn 
manner, to the pious observance of the several offices of religious 
worship ; agreeable to, and as permitted by, the laws of our free 
and happy country. 

In order, therefore, to proceed with that piety and humility, 
which become us as Christians, we affectionately and respectfully 
invite you all, who are here present, to join with us, while we 
address the throne of heaven for a blessing upon our present ser- 
vices and offerings. 


LET US PRAY. 


‘‘Q, Thou greatest and best of Beings! The Creator of all 
worlds, and the Redeemer of all men; JEHovan Jesus, mighty 
in power, and of majesty incomprehensible, whom the heaven of 
heavens cannot contain, much less the walls of temples made with 
hands; and who, notwithstanding, hast been graciously pleased 
to promise Thy special presence, in whatever place two or three 
of Thy faithful servants shall assemble in Thy name, to offer up 
their praises and supplications unto Thee ; vouchsafe, O Lord, to 
be present with us, who are here met together, with humility and 
readiness of heart, to consecrate this house to the honour of Thy 
great and divine human name, separating it, henceforth, from all 
unhallowed, ordinary, and common uses, and dedicating it to 
Thy service, for offering up to Thy glorious majesty the sacrifices 
of prayer and thanksgiving ; for celebrating Thy holy sacraments ; 
for reading and preaching Thy Holy Word; for blessing Thy 
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people in Thy name, and for the performance of other holy ordi- 
nances belonging to Thy house. Accept, O Lord, this service at 
our hands, and bless it with such success, as may tend most to 
Thy Glory, and the furtherance of our happiness, both temporal 
and spiritual, now and evermore. Amen.”? 


The Lord’s Prayer then followed, and was succeeded by ano- 
ther appropriate hymn ; after which, the morning service, in con- 
formity with the Liturgy, lately adopted by the churches at New 
York and Philadelphia, was performed by the assistant minister, 
selecting, for the lessons, the beautiful and impressive recital of 
the dedication of Solomon’s Temple, as recorded in the first 
Book of Kings, chapter viii. from the 22d to the 62d verse, and 
the glorious description of the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, 
recorded in the twenty-first chapter of the Book of Revelations. 
A sermon, from these words, “ God is a Spirit, and they that 
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth,” was then 
pronounced by the officiating minister ; and the service concluded 
with a solemn hymn and benediction. 

The excellent discourse, the appropriate selection of the hymns 
and musrc, rendered delightful by the melodious notes of a sweet- 
toned organ, united to the feeling and devotion, which were ap- 
parent throughout, all censpired to render the ceremonies of the 
day in a high degree solemn and impressive. 


—y 2 


| From the Intellectual Repository, Wo. 1.) 
LETTERS 
TO 
SERIOUS CHRISTIANS, OF ALL DENOMINATIONS. 
Letrer [. 


Permit me, before I call your attention to the subject of Baron 
Swedenborg’s pretensions, as a divinely commissioned teacher, to 
remind you of the great importance of heavenly and eternal truth, 
and how much it is the duty of every individual to be earnest and 
sincere in his inquiries after it. For if there be any such thing 
as truth, as most assuredly there must, of what infinite moment 
must it be to an intellectual being, to be rightly informed con- 
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cerning it. We boast of our reason, as being the distinguishing 
prerogative of man; but if this faculty, instead of leading us to 
adopt the dictates of truth, is perverted to favour erroneous con- 
clusions, we have little ground to be proud of our pre-eminence. 
The instinct of inferior animals is indeed very limited, but it ne- 
ver errs: the superior powers of man are capable of taking the 
most unbounded range, and of penetrating to the inmost recesses 
of science and intelligence ; but they are liable, and in the pre- 
sent degraded state of human nature are very prone, to take a 
devious course : and it is vain to talk of the supericrity we derive 
from reason, unless it discharge its proper office, in conducting 
us to the temple of real wisdom. Nothing that we hear or read 
is of any real utility, unless it enlarges our knowledge of truth ; 
except so far as, by exercising our faculties of reason and judg- 
ment, it prepares us for a more perfect apprehension and recep- 
tion of truth, when it is offered to our acceptance. Even in things 
of a temporal and worldly nature, in matters of history and hu- 
man science, it is discreditable to a rational being to hold wrong 
sentiments. ‘These, however, are subjects in which but a com- 
paratively small number of mankind is interested to any great 
degree ; but things of a spiritua] and eternal nature are equally 
important to all. Ona right apprehension of these momentous 
concerns, our progress in the regeneration, and possibly even our 
salvation itself, depends. It is here, therefore, that we should be 
most on our guard against delusion, and should prosecute our 
inquiries after the truth with the most serious solicitude ; for re- 
specting these, if the light that is in us be darkness, how great is 
that darkness ! We who profess the doctrines of the New Church, 
do not, indeed, with some sects of professing Christians, consign 
to perdition all those who differ from us in opinion; for we are 
aware that, great as the importance of truth is, there is another 
heavenly principle, of which the regenerate man is made a par- 
taker, the importance of which is still greater ; and this is good ; 
and we are assured that whoever is really principled in the latter, 
will, sooner or later, in this world or the next, gratefully acknow- 
ledge the former. But we are deeply sensible that to be princi- 
pled in good is not the lot of man by birth. We admit, with the 
generality of Christians, that our hereditary nature, however it 
became so, is nothing but evil. We acknowledge that this nature 
is te be changed and renewed, and its corruptions renounced and 
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expelled, before we can possess any meetness for heavenly felici- 
ty. But how is this change to be accomplished, except by the 
medium of truth ? How are our corruptions to be seen, except by 
the light of truth P How are they to be expelled, except by the 
power of truth ? What clue have we to guide us, in our pilgrim- 
age through the valley of the shadow of death, except the doc- 
trines of heavenly truth ? And though it may be allowed that the 
doctrines of every sect in Christendom contain a portion of truth, 
however disfigured and falsified ; and that the simple in heart of 
every profession, who do not confirm themselves in the falses in 
which they have been educated, though they cannot avoid being 
entangled and perplexed by them, may acquire a capability of sal- 
vation ; yet there is no axiom in geometry more certain than this, , 
that the purer our ideas of spiritual truth are, o» the nearer the 
doctrines we profess approach to the eternal standard of the Holy 
Word, rightly understood, the straiter and plainer will be our 
road from a state of evil and corruption to that state of heavenly 
good and purity which divine mercy is ever willing to communi- 
cate to those who are sincerely desirous to attain it, and which 
alone contains within it a ground of eternal and indestructible 
happiness. Then what excuse can be found for indifference, in 
a concern of such moment? How earnest, yet cautious, should 
we be in our inquiries! What folly we should esteem it, to abide 
implicitly in the tenets in which we have been educated, without 
examining the grounds on which they have been received! How 
careful we should be, not to admit any sentiments, and confirm 
them in our understanding, without a rational intuition of their 
truth! How studiously should we guard against the effects of au- 
thority or prejudice, lest, by a misplaced prepossession in favour 
of particular persons or names, we should admit falses for truths ; 
or, by an ill-founded prejudice against other persons or names, 
we should reject truths as falses! In a word, how incumbent it 
is on him who wishes to enjoy the intelligence which is of wis- 
dom, and to find the way to happiness made plain before him, to 
be careful that he be not deceived ; that the partial views of any 
sect or person pervert not his own judgment; but that all his 
thoughts and sentiments originate in, whilst all his desires and 
actions are guided by, rae Erernat Truru! 

But a question here arises, which does not appear to be of very 
easy solution : How are we to know whether our opinions are thus 
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substantially founded ? The obstacles to the attainment of this 
most desirable knowledge are certainly very numerous indeed : 
then how gladly should we receive a teacher commissioned by di- 
vine authority to remove them, could we once be satisfied of the 
validity of his mission! When mankind are so divided in their 
religious opinions, that the prospect which presents itself to those 
who wish to be grounded in the right is so very obscure and dis- 
couraging, with what joy should we hail an instructor commis- 
sioned from above to dispel the mists of error, and display the re- 
gions of spiritual knowledge in rich perspective before us! In fact, 
without such a guide, how is certainty to be now obtained ? The 
fallacious notions which men are continually devising are end- 
less; and the mischief which such uncertainty is calculated to 
produce is deeply to be lamented. So many sects are continually 
starting up, who insist upon the most contradictory sentiments, 
and promulgate the grossest absurdities, all of which they pretend 
to discover in the volume of divine truth, that we see how many 
there are, who thence conclude in disgust, that there is no such 
thing as divine truth at all; commence Deists or Atheists there- 
upon; and adopting or inventing some new system of what they 
call philosophy, make their reason the harlot of their will, and 
lose themselves, too frequently for ever, in the gratification of all 
their disorderly propensities. - What a fatal consequence of the 
ambiguities in which error has involved the truth! We must 
shudder, when we see how the Scribes and Pharisees have thus 
shut up the kingdom of heaven against men, neither going in 
themselves, nor suffering them that are entering to goin! But let 
not the sincere inquirer despair; the Lord has pronounced a 
‘‘ woe” against them. Yes, my friends, the corruptions and per- 
versions of divine truth shall be, yea, they now are, taken away $ 
and whosoever will, may take of the water of life freely. 

But in making this assertion, I am anticipating the conclusion 
before [ put you in possession of the premises. In my subsequent 
letters, I shall endeavour to shew the probability that such a divine 
interposition would take place ; the necessity that exists for its 
taking place now ; and that it actually has taken place, in the il- 
lumination and mission of the Lord’s servant, Emanuel Sweden- 
borg. Requesting you, in the mean time, to suspend your judg- 
ment, 1 am, in sincere charity, yours, &c. 
ASHUR. 
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DESCRIPTION 
Of the New Jerusalem Temple, in the City of Philadelphia. 


This edifice is situated on the south-east corner of Twelfth 
and George streets, one of the most respectable and conspicuous 
parts of the city, being built in the form of a parallelogram, forty- 
four feet by fifty, and in the Gothic style. Both of the exterior 
sides and western front are similarly arranged, containing a large 
door in the centre, ten feet by sixteen, together with two recess- 
ed blanks, rising from the basement or floor line of the church ; 
corresponding to, and immediately over, these blanks, are smal! 
windows, in the form of a cross. 

The walls are composed of brick work, rough cast, and jointed, 
in imitation of free-stone, capped by a bold cornice and frieze, 
extending round the building, and supporting a parapet, embat- 
tled over the doors and recesses. ‘The whole crowned by a sur- 
based dome and lantern, which diffuses a strong, but soft and 
agreeable light throughout the body of the temple. 

The interior arrangement is simply composed of four rows of 
pews, capable, with some benches around the walls, of containing 
three hundred persons, with a centre aisle, leading from the 
western door, up to the chancel, in front of the pulpit. The side 
aisles separate the pews from the outside walls, and form a pas- 
sage around the church. 

The eastern end of the church contains the pulpit, vestry room, 
and library. The organ-loft is immediately over the pulpit, the 
whole being comprised between the circular line of the dome and 
the end wall. In the centre of this wall, and between the library 
and vestry rooms, is a Gothic recess, ten feet wide, in which the 
pulpit and reading desks are elevated about five feet from the 
floor of the church; which recess is divided into three compart- 
ments, and separated by mullions, that divaricate at the spring- 
ing, and terminate in pointed arches, intermediately pierced with 
tracery. The whole flanked by pannelled wainscoting and clus- 

tered columns, supporting a cornice and pinnacles, also pierced 
with tracery. The choir is situated on each side of the organ- 
loft, over the vestry room and library, which is eleven feet in 
height, being ornamented on the segment of the circle with pierc- 
ed pannels, and relieved with purple drapery, as a back ground. 
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Ihe dome is decorated with raised vertical pannels, a band 
round the’sky-light, together with a cornice and frieze, well exe- 
cuted in stucco, being partly supported by the side walls, and 
intermediately by four large clustered columns, twenty-one feet 
in height. 

The lantern, or sky-light is ten feet in diameter, of an octago- 
nal form, and upwards of thirty feet from the floor of the church. 
It has glass on the top, as well as the sides, admitting a great 
body of light into the dome, which is thence reflected throughout 
the church. The utility and convenience of lighting a place of 
worship in this manner, does not alone consist in the uniformity 
and steadiness of effect produced by the total exclusion of the di- 
rect rays of the sun, but combines a facility of ventilation of the 
most important character to every large congregation of people. 

The building was designed and superintended in its structure 
by Mr. William Strickland, a young architect of the most pro- 
mising talents, and who, upon this occasion, gratuitously devoted 
his services to the Church. An engraving of this edifice, intend- 
ed as @ FRONTISPIECE fo the first volume of this work, executed 
by that same gentleman, accompanies this number of the Repo. 
sitory. 


ANCIENT OPINIONS RELATIVE TO CHRIST. 


The following writers and fathers of the Church, whose opi- 
nions, relative to the person of our Lord, are here quoted, flou- 
rished in the earliest ages of the Christian era, and chiefly during 
the three first centuries : 

Clemens Romanus, who is mentioned by St. Paul, says that 
‘we ought to think of Jesus Christ as of God,” and urging his 
example, as an instance of great humility, he says, “ Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is the sceptre of the majesty of God, came not 
in the pomp of vain glory and splendour, although he could have 
assumed them, but he came in lowliness of mind.” “Jesus is the 
defender and helper of our weakness: by him the eyes of the 
heart are opened: through him our barren and darkened under- 
standing is invigorated and gladdened with his marvellous light.” 
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St. Ignatius, the disciple of St. John, says, “1 glorify Jesus 
Christ, the God who thus hath made us wise.—He is God clothed in 
flesh.— Consider the times, and expect him who is above all time ; 
eternal, invisible, yet for our sakes made visible.” 

Athenagoras, the Christian philosopher at Athens, says, “ By 
the Son of God, and through him, were all things made, the Fa- 
ther and the Son being one; the Son being in the Father, and the 
Father in the Son, in the unity and power of the Spirit.” 

Justin Martyr says, that *“ He is both Christ and the adorable 
God.” 

Clemens Alexandrinus says, ** Now has appeared to men this 
word, who alone is both God and man, the cause of all good to 
as, by whom being instructed to live well, we are conducted to 
eternal life.” * The Lord himself it was who spake by Isaiah, 
Elijah, and the prophets; the tenderly merciful God, desirous ot 
man’s salvation, made himself of no reputation.” ** O man, believe 
on him, who is man and God; put your trust in him who liveth, 
the God of your worship.” 

On Gen. xxxii. 19, he savs, that God refused to tell his name, 
for, “he reserved his new name for a new and an infant people; 
and the Lord God was then nameless, not having yet been made 
a man.” 

On quoting Isaiah ix. 6, he says, * O the great God! O the 
perfect child! The Son in the Father, and the Father in the 
Son.”? He makes this solemn address. ‘ We will implore the 
word, be merciful to thy children, O guiding Father, O Lord, the 
Son and Father both one.”’ 

Clemens also calls Christ by several appellations; among others 
he says, Gather together thy simple children, O King of Saints, 
and shepherd of rational sheep, that being a choir of peace, the 
children of Christ, a temperate people, we may with simplicity 
sing to him, who is alike the mighty child, who is alike the God 
of peace.” . 

Tertullian says, ** The, kingdom and the name of Christ are 
extended without limits: he is every where believed in; he is 
worshipped in all nations; he reigns every where; he is adored 
every where ; he is every where offered to the acceptance of all ; 
with him is not respect of persons; he is King and Judge, God 
‘and Lord to all.’ * There is one God the Father, and besides 
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him there is none other, which he who infers, denies not the Son, 
but another God; for the Son is not another God from the Fa- 
ther.” 

The learned and the amiable Origen says, “ Love the Father 
in the Son, and the Son in the Father, with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your strength.” ‘* The word which 
was in the form of God, descended to man, that he might be com- 
prehended by man, and yet without inducing any change of good 
into evil. He who became the physician of souls, received no in- 
fection from the ills he remedied. ‘The word, the immortal God 
condescended to man, who is unable to look upon the light and 
splendour of the Godhead; he became flesh, speaking in a body, 
till he who received or heard him thus, being, by little and little, 
sublimed by the word, should be enabled to behold him in his 
original form.” ¢ All things are subject to him, in the right of 
his Majesty and the necessity of power; in this view he is the 
Almighty and the universal King, but the second species of his 
sovereignty is not by coercion, but by invitation and persuasion ; 
not by exerted power, but by compassion and lenity.” 


CHURCH INTELLIGENCE. 
Prospects of the Church. 


Our letters from different parts of the United States, particu. 
larly the western country, represent the prospects of the church 
as of the most encouraging nature. The exertions which have 
been made, to disseminate the truths of the New Dispensation, 
by an extensive circulation of the writings of Emanuel Sweden- 
borg, by preaching and by conversations, have already been 
crowned with great success. ‘The works have found their way 
to the libraries of hundreds who had never before perused them, 
and the glad tidings of a new and glorious revelation, to all who 
are disposed to profit by this additional proof of the goodness of 
the Almighty, has been proclaimed to thousands: Such a zeal in 
the cause of the gospel, as has been displayed by the members of 
the church, throughout, cannot fail to be productive of the most 
happy results—and although the progress of truth, must, in its 
nature be slow, yet it will be certain. ‘Those who are acquaint. 
ed with the very gradual reception of the New Church doctrines 
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in the hearts of persens, who by education or misinformation, 
have formed unfavourable impressions respecting them, can 
scarcely expect that the accession of professed converts could 
have been very considerable, during the short period since which 
the New Church may be said to have had in this country, a mani- 
fested existence. 

Very little more than a year has elapsed, since its first public 
annunciation was made in this city, and yet several have been 
added to our society, as avowed disciples, while others, again, 
who are seriously inquiring after the truth, have become partial 


receivers in a more or less degree. And what is further subject of 


great rejoicing, is, that since the New Church has taken its stand, 
amongst the religious societies of the land, and proclaimed un- 
equivocally and loudly, its acknowledgment of the Sole and Ew- 
clusive Divinity of the Lord Jesus Curist, an investigation as 
to the object ‘of worship, has occupied no small share of the pub- 
lic attention. Many individuals, especially among the societies 
of the Friends and Methodists, have been heard to declare their 
unqualified belief in Jesus Curisr, as the only God of heaven 
and earth, and there is every reason to believe, that this faith, 
which is the corner stone of the New Jerusalem Church, will 


have a wide and powerful influence with many other sects of 


the Old Church. We, ourselves, have lately heard from the 
mouth of a Trinitarian preacher, the expression of “ Jnnovan 


b 


Jesus;” at another time, from a Presbyterian pulpit, that “if 
Jesus Christ was not Jehovah himself, all our faith was vain,” 
and again, from the lips of a Baptist clergyman, that the invi- 
tation of Christ ** come unto me all ye who are weary and heavy 
laden, and J will give you rest,’? was conclusive as to Christ be- 
ing one with Jehovah. Such expressions as these, which are by 
no means consistent with the declared orthodoxy of the Old 
Church, are manifestations of the strong influence, now operat- 
ing in the spiritual world, to cause genuine truth to break its 
way forth into the natural world. Individuals are thus, at times, 
when they snifer themselves to be abstracted from the doctrines 
of their particular church, and open their minds to the heavenly 
influx, made to feel and acknowledge a truth, which, when com- 
pared with the dogmas, by which they consider themselves bound 
fo be governed, they afterwards.abandon. 

Since the dedication of the New Jerusalem Temple in Phila 
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delphia, on the first of January last, service has been regularly 
performed therein, by the established pastor, the Rev. Mr. Carll, 
and it affords us pleasure to state, that the house is usually crowd- 
ed with hearers. From what we have seen, and from what we 
daily see, we feel confident that the Lord will prosper the work 
which has been commenced, and in his own good time, bless his 
church with such an increase, as will make glad the hearts of his 
people. 
— 
Ordination of a Minister. 

Mr. Lewis Beers, of the county of Tioga, in the state of New 
York, having been unanimously and solemnly called, by the in- 
corporated New Jerusalem Society of said county, to take upon 
himself the office of pastor thereof, was, on Sunday, the 19th of 
January, 1817, in the Temple, in the city of Philadelphia, * or- 
dained a priest and teaching minister, in the Lord’s Church of 
the New Jerusalem, with power, under the authority, and at the 
request of the said New Jerusalem Society of the county of Ti- 
oga, in the state of New York, and in the manner and under such 
restrictions as they may prescribe, to ordain other priests and. 
ministers of the New Jerusalem Church, and with power, also, to 
conduct public worship, to celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper, marriages, baptism, and funerals ; and, generally, to per- 
form all holy rites and divine ordinances of the Church.” The 
ordination service was performed by the Reverend Mr. Carll, af- 
ter which, an instructive and animated discourse was delivered 
by Mr. Beers. 

— 


Notice for a Convention. 


At a meeting of a number of members of the New Church, from 
different parts of the United States. held in Philadelphia, on 
W ednesday, January Ist, 1817, the Reverend Mr. Hargrove in 
the chair, it was 

Resolved unanimously, That a Convention of the receivers of 
the doctrines of the New Jerusalem Church, throughout the 
United States, who may find it convenient to attend, be held at 
the New Jerusalem Temple, in the city of Philadelphia, on As- 
cension day ensuing, which will be on the 15th day of May, 1817, 
at nine o’clock, A. M. for the purpose of consulting upon the ge- 
neral concerns of the Church. 


CONDY RAGUET, Secretary. 
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Names of Corresponding Secretaries. 


In order that our friends at a distance may be enabled to open 
a communication with each other, when desirable. we publish the 
following list of the names of the gentlemen who have taken upon 
themselves the duty of the correspondence of the respective so- 
cieties to which they are attached. 


CHARLES J. DOUGHTY, Vew Vork. 

EBENEZER FRENCH, Baltimore. 

CONDY RAGUET, Philadelphia. 

NATHAN BEERS, Danby, Tioga county, New York. 
JOSIAH ESPY, Bedford, Pennsylvania. 

REV. ROBERT AYRES, Brownesville, Pennsylvania. 
RICHARD H. GOE, Steubenville, Ohio. 

THOMAS NEWPORT, Lebanon, Ohio. 

REV. ADAM HEARDUS, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


Sunday schools, for the instruction of poor children, are warm- 
ly recommended to our friends of the Church, throughout the 
country. ‘They have been established, pretty generally, by reli- 
gious societies of all denominations, and in imitation of so lauda- 
ble a means of promoting the happiness of the human race, the 
ladies of the congregation have opened one, in the New Jerusa- 
lem Temple, which is free to children of all societies. 
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An extensive supply of the works of Emanuel Swedenborg, 
- and other New Church publications, has arrived at New York, 
from London, for the society at Philadelphia, where they are dai- 
ly expected. A complete catalogue of all the works on hand, 
will be found upon the cover of this number of the Repository. 
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The ceremony of ordination, promised in our first. number, 
will be given upon a future occasion. 
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